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SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation 
(Allegation that US Service Members Improperly Disposed of Islamic Religious Materials) 


1. (U/FSH9) On 21 February 2012.! I was appointed by the Commander, USFOR-A, as an 
Investigating Officer (IO) in accordance with AR 15-6 to conduct an informal investigation to 
determine the facts and circumstances surrounding an allegation of the improper disposal of 
Islamic religious materials at the Bagram Air Field (BAF) burn pit on 20 February 2012.7 In 
accordance with the Commander, USFOR-A’s guidance I partnered with senior leaders from the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (GIRoA) to conduct this investigation as a 
Joint Delegation. The Joint Delegation signed a Joint Investigation Report on 1 March 2012.* 
Because the findings and recommendations from the Joint Investigation were broad, they were 
used as the foundation for the further, detailed investigation I conducted under AR 15-6. The 
purpose of this report is to provide my final specific findings and recommendations derived from 
my access to classified materials not releaseable to GIRoA and additional evidence gathered as a 
result of a more thorough investigation. 


2. Executive Summary. 


(U/FS66) BLUF: On the night of 20 February 2012, up to 100 Qur'ans and other religious 
materials were burned in an incinerator at BAF." The events leading up to the incident involved 
a search of the library books in the library at the Detention Facility in Parwan (DFIP).’ Because 
some members of the 535^ Military Police (MP) Battalion (BN) and the Theater Intelligence 


' All dates refer to the year 2012 unless noted otherwise. 

* Enclosure 1. 

` The Joint Delegation consisted of Brigadier General Mohammad Jassim Anwari from the National Directorate of 
Security (NDS), Brigadier General Din Mohammad Zahid from the Ministry of Defense (MOD), and Brigadier 
General Abdul Rahman Rahimi from the Ministry of the Interior (MOI) and myself as COMUSFOR-A's 
representative. 

* Enclosure 8. The general officers of the Afghan delegation requested that report not be released to the public. 
Because of that request, I drafted a separate unclassified, joint In Progress Report on 3 March 2012 in order to 
reflect the Joint Investigation Report's findings and recommendations. See Enclosure 9. 

* Enclosure 8. 

€ Exhibit M (Statement 463), (b)(6), (b)(z)dated 21 February 2012 at 0445); Exhibit AA (Statement (bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
dated 21 February 2012 at 0552); Exhibit EE (Statement o(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)odated 21 February 2012 at 0510). 

’ Exhibits S, Z, and OO (Statements of — (b)(3), (b)(6), (D(7)c  . an«bY(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
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Group (TIG) Counter-Intelligence (CI) Team at the DFIP suspected that detainees were using 
library books to pass notes and messages, they planned a search of the books in the library." 
During the search, one of the interpreters helping to interpret the notes and messages written in 
the books reported that approximately 60-75 percent of the books in the library also contained 
extremist content.’ A junior leader perceived that he had permission from his commander to 
remove the objectionable materials from the library,'° and the search team began to separate 
those texts for removal. A work detail loaded the books into a supply truck as part of the 
nightly burn pit run.'* During the loading process, an Afghan National Army (ANA) Soldier and 
an ANA interpreter expressed concern about removing the books to Service Members who were 
loading the books, but because the Service Members thought that the books were contraband, 
they disregarded the ANA and interpreter’s cautions.'^ The ANA Soldier‘and interpreter then 
voiced their concerns to DFIP Operations, but by the time that Battle Captains in DFIP 
Operations figured out what was happening, the truck was already on its way to the burn pit." 
Many books were burned before a local national at the burn pit noticed that some of the books 
were Qur'ans.'? 


(U//F&9) In the course of events on 20 February, I find that US Service Members 
mishandled Qur’ans and other religious material, to include their disposal at an incinerator. 
However, I absolutely reject any suggestion that those involved acted with any malicious intent 
to disrespect the Qur'an or defame the faith of Islam. Ultimately, this tragic incident resulted 
from: a lack of cross-talk between leaders.and commands, a lack of senior leader involvement in 
giving clear guidance in a complex operation, junior and mid-grade leaders choosing the easy 
way instead of the right way to address.a problem, distrust among our Service Members and our 
partners, ignorance by Service Members with respect to the importance and handling of the 
Qur'an as well as other religious material, and poor adherence by Service Members to 
established procedures. Clearly a decisive point in the events that took place that day was the 
segregation of religious books based on the advice of primarily one linguist who characterized 
the books as “radical” or *extremist" in nature,'^ a characterization that the Afghan general 
officers that were part of the Joint Delegation called into question upon subsequent review. 
Over-reliance on one linguist's interpretation of book content improperly influenced a series of 
tactical decisions, resulting in a strategic crisis. Nonetheless, US Service Members made the 


* Exhibits B, S, Z, and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c ): 
* Exhibits S and OO (Statements(bJ(3), (b)(6), (b)(29&5)(3). (b)(6), (b)(4)c 

1 Exhibit S (Statements (bJ(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

!' Exhibit S (Statement (65(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


'? Exhibits E, F, M, P, V, X, AA, EE, and QQ( (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
" (b)(3), (b)(6), (6)(7)c . 

5 Exhibits F, P, and V (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

Exhibit GG (Statements q6(3), (b)(6), (b)(Z)c 

'5 Exhibits M, AA, and EE (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


16 Exhibits OO (Statements «5)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
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decision to segregate, remove, and burn the books and own the responsibility for their 
destruction. That US Service Members did not heed the warnings of their ANA partners” is, 
perhaps, my biggest concern. Despite all the missteps, at no time was the path chosen by the 
involved US Service Members motivated by hatred or intolerance of a particular faith. 


a. (U/S Summary of Directed Findings Concerning the Facts and Circumstances 
Surrounding the Improper Disposal of Islamic Religious Materials. 


(1) (U//EGI2O3 Task organization. The Commander, Combined Joint Interagency Task 
Force (CJIATF) 435 is dual-hatted as the Deputy Commander, Detention Operations, USFOR- 
A.* The DFIP is under the command of Task Force Protector.'? Until 20 February 2012, TF 
Protector was the 43rd Military Police (MP) Brigade (BDE), a National Guard unit under the 
command of Brigadier General Charles Petrarca. On 20 February 2012, TF Protector transferred 
from the 43rd MP Brigade to the 42nd MP Brigade, an active-duty unit under the command of 


(b)(3), (b)(6), bc Task Force Protector is comprised of three battalions. one of which is 
the 535th MP Battalion, TF Tarheels, which is a National Guard unit that is under the command 
of (b)(3), (b)(6). (b)(7)c TF Tarheels is primarily responsible for the guard force 


within the DFIP.”° but it also operates DFIP Operations, a centralized control hub for the entire 
facility. The transfer of authority may have contributed, but it was not a major factor in the 
incidents that unfolded. The units directly involved in the incident (535 MP BN and the TIG CI 
Team) were not undergoing a transfer of authority. 


(2) (U/FS8Q) In the months prior to the search of books in the DFIP library, multiple 
intelligence reports indicated that the library books were used as a medium of communication 
within the detainee population.”' More importantly, there was growing suspicion in the 535" 
MP BN and the TIG CI Team that the Afghan local who was hired to administer the library was 
facilitating this communication both internally and externally to the DFIP.? There became a 
very real concern over an internal threat that jeopardized the lives and safety of the Guard Force 
and detainees alike. While leaders from the 535" MP BN were briefed on the potential security 
concern and gave approval to the TIG CI Team and the Battalion S2 (Intelligence) Section to 
conduct a search of the library. they gave very little specific guidance regarding development of 
a concept of operations (CONOP), a requirement to backbrief, or establishment of control for 
execution. 


i Exhibits F, P, V, and GG (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c l. 
x (b)(1)1.4(a), (D()c — ee 

See the DFIP-provided organizational chart, Exhibit XX4. 
? Exhibit C (Statement (4)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)tated 25 February 2012). 
?! Exhibits S, Z, and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 1 
? Exhibit OO (Statement «)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7jtated 23 February 2012). See also Exhibit ZZ. 
? Exhibits B, C, S, and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
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(3) (U/#688) From 18 through 20 February 2012, twelve different US Service 
Members and three civilian linguists participated in the search of the library at different times.” 
Initially the team actions focused on a detailed search of each book, removing all notes from 
within the books and documenting any messages that were written by detainees in the books. 2 
Early in the search, a linguist began identifying books that contained what he termed as extremist 
content, and he assessed that nearly 60-75 percent of the library content should not be read by 
detainees.” Throughout the first and second days of the search, the focus mostly remained on 
detailed intelligence collection with only 40-55 books segregated by the end of the second day 
for future assessment and guidance from the CI Team Chief. ?' During the first two days, the 
Battalion S2 and CI Team Chief gave the Battalion Commander an update on the library search, 
including the generalization that the contents of the library contained large amounts of “radical 
or extremist" texts?" The guidance they received from the Battalion Commander was to “get rid 
of it.” 


(4) (U/4686> On the afternoon of the search's third day, the CI Team Chief and one of 
the linguists began re-examining previously searched books and began segregating those books 
that were considered extremist for removal as well.*’ In addition, new search team members 
joined the group. and search team members began segregating books based on their physical 
condition and whether other — newer — copies were available. ' While US Service Members 
could not distinguish specific books as Qur'ans or religious material because they were written in 
various languages that the US Service Members could not read, it was common knowledge 
among the search team members that they were handling religious books among the other texts 
in the library.” By the time the search concluded and the search team began to depart, they had 
segregated approximately 2,000 books, ?? including Qur'ans and other religious materials, and 
staged them for removal by placing them on the library floor.” 


?! Exhibits N, O, Z, BB, HH; OO, and RR (Statements of | (b)(3), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b(6), (b)(7)e ) 
3 Exhibits Z and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c l 
* Exhibits S and OO (Statements (5X3). (bY(6). (b(Zjated 26 February 2012 an(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
: Exhibit Z (Statement(bY(3), (b)(6), (D(7)6 February 2012). 
Exhibits S and OO (Statements of 
” Exhibits S and OO (Statements of (5). (B)(6), (b)(7)c 
30 Exhibit OO (Statements 6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)@5 February 2012 and 4 March 201 2). 
?! Exhibits N, MM, and OO (Statements of | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c . dated 2 March 2012:: ar(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
dated 25 February 2012). 
?' Exhibits N, O, Z, HH, II, MM, and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
?5 This number is based on the number of recovered books that were inventoried in the Conex, the other later 
recovered books at the burn pit area, and the number of books that were believed to have been burned. See Exhibits 
M, EE, UU, XX2, XX9, YYS, YY7. 
?! Exhibits O, S, and OO (Statements of | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c ). 
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(5) (U/FS89) Toward the end of the third day, the search team members began to 
discuss what to do with the large quantity of segregated books, which they deemed to be 
sensitive contraband because of the intelligence value of the detainee inscriptions within the 
pages and the “radical” nature of the texts. One of the linguists overheard a US Service 
Member discuss the possibility of disposing of these materials in the burn pit.°° The linguist 
approached his supervisor, who was the officer in charge of the CI team, the CI Team Chief, and 
warned him against that course of action, at least in part because of the potential reaction of the 
local nationals working at the burn pit.” 7 The CI Team Chief told the S2 non-commissioned 
officer in charge (NCOIC), who was in charge of the actual removal of the segregated books 
from the library, that it was a “bad idea" to follow-through on the plan to burn the books, but the 
CI Team Chief did not explicitly order him not to dispose of the books in the burn pit. 

Although many members of the search team and the linguist left the library with the impression 
that the books were going into storage, ultimately no one—including the CI Team Chief— 
followed up that evening to ensure that was the case.” 


(6) (U/7FO't7O) That evening, a work detail comprised of another group of US Service 
Members within the DFIP began to load approximately 2.000 books into a light medium tactical 
vehicle (LMTV) from the unit supply section that normally makes the nightly “burn-pit run” for 
the DFIP. At the end of the loading process, an ANA officer with an ANA linguist warned US 
Service Members that there were Qur'ans in the stacks of books."' Despite this warning, the 
work detail completed loading the LMTV as a larger crowd of ANA members began to gather. 
and one US Service Member told the LMTV detail to “go, go. go" as the work detail worried 
about a possible confrontation with the ANA over books that the work detail had been told were 
contraband.** Three US Service Members. in the LMTV immediately departed the DFIP and, as 
instructed, proceeded with the nightly rum to the burn pit. 


(b)(3), (bY(6) 
(b)(3), (6)(6) 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 
(b)(1)1.4(a), 1.4(c), (b)(3), (6)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 
(b)(8), (b)(6) 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 
(b)(3), (bY(6) 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 
(b)(3), (bY(6) 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 
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(7) (U/7F&G9) Meanwhile at the DFIP, the ANA officer spoke to officers working in the 
DFIP Operations section. 55 It became clear that a major mistake had been made, and the Battle 
Captain on duty in DFIP Operations ordered two US Service Members from the Immediate 
Response Force ( IRF)“ to try to intercept the supply LMTV carrying the books." The ANA 
officer later stated that a US Service Member told him that the books were going to be stored in a 
Conex."^ It is unclear exactly when or who made this statement. The IRF team members 
initially gre to the solid waste facility still under construction, which was the wrong 
location." They had not been to the burn pit location before, so they went to the one closest to 
the DFIP first." They then drove to the facility on main BAF, but they did not find the LMTV 
with the books and returned to DFIP Operations.” 


(8) (U/F6665 At the burn pit, US Service Members had begun throwing books into an 
incinerator without soliciting any local national help because they were worried about the 
intelligence value of the books." A local national who operates the ineinerator came to assist." M 
He noticed Qur'ans and other religious books among the books that were being tossed into the 
incinerator.” He called out to a number of other local national employees in the area, and other 
employees proceeded to shut off the incinerator and douse the flames in the incinerator with 
water using a front-end loader.” They rescued several burned copies of religious books, 
including Qur’ans.°* The three US Service Members on the burn pit detail became frightened by 
the growing, angry crowd and rapidly departed the area in the LMTV.5 They returned to the 


(b)(3), (b)(6) 


(b)(1)1.4(a), 1.4(c), (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


** Exhibit GG (Statements @6)(3), (b)(6), (bY(Z)c 
* Exhibits VV 10, and VV12 (Report of ANA MP Brigade G2 Office; and MFR dated 23 February 2012, Subject: 
Interview with ANA Soldiers. (b)(3), i) (b)(7)cspoke before the Joint Delegation). 
? Exhibit F (Statement o 
** Exhibit F (Statement o X3), (0X9), oje 
? Exhibits F and V (Statements «(b)(3), (bY(6), (b)(7)end(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
°° Exhibits M, AA, and EE (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
?! Exhibits AA and EE (Statements (bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(#Jetb)(3), (b)(6), (b(7)c 
5 Exhibits AA, EE, and SS (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
* See Exhibit WW3, Burn Pit MFR from site visit on 23 February 2012. | (b)(6), (b)(7)c Flour contractor and 
burn pit supervisor, verbally described what happened the night of 20 February and most of that information was 
captured in the MFR. 
* See Exhibits SS and XX9 ((b)(6), (b)(7)cinterview and DA Form 4137s). 
55 Exhibits M, AA, and EE (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c ). 
6 


f SFERE 1 j ; ———— — 


USCENTCOM FOIA 00-0002 Closed 01/01/2013 402 


————— 
USFOR-A 
SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation 
(Allegation that US Service Members Improperly Disposed of Islamic Religious Materials) 


warehouse and began downloading the remaining books, reporting what happened to DFIP 
Operations and were instructed to secure the remaining books in the warehouse. ^? 


(9) (U/FOUO) MPs responded to a growing disturbance at the solid waste management 
facility on main BAF.” When they learned what had happened, they checked the burn-pit 
vehicle log and dispatched a patrol to the DFIP.°* There MPs found the books already 
downloaded from the LMTV, and the books were secured with a guard force.” 


b. (U/FS8€89) Summary of Directed Findings Concerning a Determination of Any Fault, 
Negligence, or Responsibility on the Part of Anyone Related to the Circumstances under 
Investigation. 


(1) (U-B8) I find that command and control relationships, responsibilities, and 
authorities with respect to operations within the DFIP are not clearly established." No one 
seems to claim responsibility for the DFIP library itself.°’ The facility as a whole is the 
responsibility of TF Protector? who has a staff element dedicated to intelligence collection 
regarding insider threats (the Counterinsurgency (COIN) Team). © 1 also FindX (bY6). (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c to ensure sufficient coordination 
was conducted with the ^ (b(3.(9(6.(b(Dc — ofthe 535" MP BN (TF Tarheels) and TF 
Protector. They should have ensured that the employment of the CI Team was fully integrated 
into the supported unit (535^ MP BN) operations and that an actual CONOP was developed in 
some detail for command approval. Additionally, the collection effort itself did not appear to 
use sound technical procedures. For instance, some members of the search team, especially on 
the third day, seemed unclear about what the search criteria actually were; the deliberate search 
procedures exercised on the first and second days seemed to fall by the wayside as the Cl Seas 
Chief and a linguist went back through already-searched-through books on the third da ay; an 


evidence was ultimately destroyed instead of being kept for further exploitation value. me CI 


* Exhibit EE (Statements o(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
?' Exhibit Y (Statement of 
^" `" Exhibit Y (Statement @f(3), (b)(6), (bye 

*° Exhibit Y (Statement of 
*! See Exhibit CCC. See alty3), (b)(6), (o)(7jextement dated 24 February 2012 (Exhibit S), in which he said “I was 
under the impression I only needed the battalion commander’s authorization.” 
é! Exhibits C and J (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c ; see also Exhibit CCC. 
°° Exhibit AAA. 
^* Exhibit J. 
ét Exhibit FF (Statements of BG Petrarca) and Exhibit BBB, para. 8-14.1.C. 
** Exhibit BBB. para. 8-14.1.C. 

(b)(3), (b)(6) (b)(3), (b)(6) EE 


(b)(1) 1.4(c), (b)(3), (6)(6), (b)(7)c 
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Team Chief also relied heavily on one linguist’s characterization of books as extremist to quickly 
change the search criteria." 


(2) (U/FS66) Leaders within the 535" MP BN were also derelict in their duties in 
providing the necessary leadership and oversight during planning, preparation and execution of 
the CI search of the library. Evidence suggests that key leaders within the Battalion Command 
Group had some awareness of the plans to execute a search in the library, but did not exercise 
sufficient oversight. These key leaders include the (b)(3), (b)(6), (bY(7)c " 
None of the search results, the change in search criteria, nor the decision to burn the materials 
was ever formally briefed during any operations battle rhythm event such as.a concept of 
operations (CONOP) brief, battle update brief (BUB) or a shift change brief. 7? While the 
Battalion Commander was not aware of the specific plan to burn the books, the Battalion S3 
stated that he was aware of the plan, but he had no idea that there were Qur'ans in the library.” 
The Battalion S3 also stated that he did not ask for a plan for the search because he assumed that 
this was a brigade operation. Both of these leaders had sufficient visibility of the search during 
execution and that should have prompted their oversight. 


(3) (U//FB88) The Battalion S2 OIC and NCOIC, in the absence of any further 
guidance, decided that the best way to get rid of the large number of books that they considered 
contraband was to send them to the burn pit. ^ No one ordered them to do this; the Battalion S2 
OIC interpreted the Battalion Commander's comment, “get rid of it,” as permission to burn the 
books.” The Battalion S2 OIC also mentioned the plan to the Battalion S3, the Battalion S3 did 
not inquire any further, and the Battalion S2 OIC seemed to have construed silence on the matter 
as consent to proceed with his loose interpretation of what the standard operating procedures 


*" Exhibits N, O, and OO (Statements of ' (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c . 

55 Exhibits C and FF (Statements (Hj(3), (b)(6), (b)(@ad BG Petrarca, dated 25 February 2012). BG Petrarca stated that 

the operation should have had an approved CONOP, and he should have been the one to approve it. 

© Exhibit S (Statement (bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(Zjated 24 February 20119(3). (b)(6), (b)@)ated “Most of my guidance comes 

directly from the Battalion Commander, 535^." 

7” Exhibits C, K, and FF (Statements of — (b(3), (b)(6), (D(7c dated 26 February, and BG Petrarca). 

?' Exhibits C, K, and S (Statement @#)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7jiated 26 February 2012: statemen()(3), (b)(6), (byfgted 26 

February 2012; and statement(by(3), (b)(6), (b)(4jated 21 February at 150@)(3), (b)(6), (b)gyeo affirmed that he did not tell 
(b)(3), OO] (b)(7 the specific plan to burn the books until after it had happened). 

xhibit K (Statement9(3), (b)(6), (b)f3ted 26 February 2012). 

5 cere G and S (Statements(by(3), (b)(6), (b) (&itements (bJ(), (b)(6), (bij, (b)(6), (b(yeted that he gave instructions 

(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7365/(3), (b)(6), (b) (adhe 21 February statement taken at 1029. In the statement to CID on 21 February 

at 20063), (b)(6), (b)&tees that “As for authorization to burn the material, no one gave me specific orders to do so. . . 

. It was left up to me to determine how I would ‘get rid of the extremist material found in the DFIP library. . . . In 

the absence of specific orders, I followed the S2 standard operating procedure." He also later says in that same 

statement, *I made the decision to burn the books." 

” Exhibit S (Statements (bY(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
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(SOPs) permitted. The two-page guide that the Battalion S2 OIC referred to for guidance 
regarding “contraband,” however, required the S2 to log the evidence on a DA Form 4137 for 
accountability purposes and to maintain the evidence for 30 days. These procedures were not 
followed. I find that the (6)(3), ()(6), (D(?c was derelict in seeking additional specific guidance 
from battalion leadership when confronted with the change in the situation regarding the library 
search. When the search plan changed from searching books for intelligence value to searching 
for books with extremist value and getting rid of them, the Battalion S2 OIC should have known 
to seek additional guidance. The incoming Counterinsurgency (COIN) Team OIC, part of the 
advance party for the 42" MP BDE, also suggested that the Battalion S2 OIC coordinate with 
the Brigade G2, and he failed to do so.” Despite the fact that the DFIP SOP specifically covers 
special handling requirements concerning the Qur'an"? and the S2 OIC and NCOIC knew that 
there was a reasonable probability that Qur ans and religious books were among the books in the 
library that they considered contraband,’ ? they made the decision to burn the books. Even 
though their own S2. contraband SOP required them to log in the evidence (and, arguably, to also 
store it for 30 days). and that the CI Team members also predominantly believed that the 
materials would be further exploited (implying the ey would be stored),*' the Battalion S2 OIC and 
NCOIC still made the decision to burn the books." Towards the end of the search on the third 
day, one of the linguists overheard the plan to burn the books and informed the CI Team Chief 
that was a bad idea." The CI Team Chief passed that message to the Battalion S2 NCOIC. 
Instead of ordering him not to burn the books, ‘however, the CI Team Chief merely told him that 
it was not a good idea, or words to that effect." The CI Team Chief, Battalion S2 OIC, and 


75 Exhibit S (Statements (bf(3), (b)(6), (D(26 February 2012 and 26 February 2012); Exhibit K (statement(9(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

dated 27 February 2012). 

7% See Exhibit XX1 (S2 Contraband SOP). 

T Exhibits J and S (Statements o(b)(3), (b)(6), (b) (7)8ated 2 March 2012 a(5)(3), (6)(6), (b)(7)c 

" Exhibit AAA (DFIP SOP, Chapter 6). 

” While bqt(3), (b)(6), (b)&0$(3), (b)(6), (b) (ter denied knowing that there were Qur'ans or other religious books in 

the library (See Exhibits G and S), all of the CI search team members acknowledged that there were likely Qur'ans 

and other religious books in the library (Exhibits N, O, AA, HH, II, and MM; see also Exhibits OO (statement of 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 25 February 2012) and Exhibit BB (statement of(b)(6), (b)(7)cdated 6 March 2012), despite not 

being able to read the bookt5)(3), (b)(6), (b) (ayknowledged that he was aware that there might be Qur'ans or other 

religious books in the “get rid of" pile in his initial 21 February statement taken at 1029. Exhibit S(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

also stated (21 February 2012 statement taken at 1856) tlygi(3), (b)(6), (o)@pecifically told him that some of the books 

to be burned were Qur'ans. Exhibit M. 

9 Exhibit XX1 (S2 Contraband SOP). 

*! Exhibits N, O, and HH (Statement (6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 4 March 2012: statement(pf(3), (b)(6), (b)(feMarch 2012; 

statement ofb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)cd March 2012). 

© Exhibit S (Statements (@f(3), (b)(6), (b){7)c 

© Exhibits BB and OO (Statements of(b)(6), (b)(7)e@mdb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

*! Exhibit OO (Statement «5)(3), (b)(6), (b) (gated 25 February 2012)(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(9tso said in that statement that in 

general, they all knew there were Qur'ans in the library, but that he did not “put one and two together to realize any 

of the books on the floor were Qur'ans." See also Exhibit BB (statement o(b)(6), (b)(7)c dated 6 March 2012); he 

stated “The team definitely knew that there were Qur'ans and religious books in the piles. .. . They know a few 

times that it was a Qur'an boofp)(3), (b)(6), (b)(Wàs in and out a couple times from the library and one time he left the 
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Battalion S2 NCOIC all had the knowledge that the library contained Qur'ans and other religious 
books, and they knew or should have known that many of those type books were among those 
segregated for removal on the library floor. Thev all also knew the initial plan for the books was 
disposal in the burn pit, but only the Battaliot»(3) (bX6). (b)(7)eeceived a specific warning that the 
plan to burn the books was a bad idea. I find the (8), 66), (be the most culpable 
because he proceeded with the plan to burn them anyways."^ 


(4) (U//F9129) Most of the members of the detail moving the books (two members of the 
Battalion S4 (supply) section and seven members of the IRF Team) had no reason to believe that 
the books they were detailed to move from the library to the supply truck were Qur'ans or other 
religious books until an ANA officer and a linguist approached the truck as they were loading the 
books." Some of the detail members had been told previously that the books were contraband 
and needed to go to the burn pit. The IRF Team Night Shift NCOIC stated that he only knew 
that the IRF Team was tasked to move books considered contraband from the library into a 
supply truck." He said that it never occurred to him that the books might be Qur'ans because 
US Service Members were not even supposed to touch the books. When the ANA officer and 
linguist told him that there might be Qur'ans and other religious books among those being loaded 
on the truck, the IRF Team NCOIC did not seek clarification from the DFIP Operations section; 
instead, he told the truck operator to leave in order. to avoid a confrontation between the ANA 
and the occupants of the truck." The IRF Team NCOIC's actions illustrate distrust between the 
ANA and US Service Members." 


door open, and one of the local nationals go in and asked about (b)(6), (b)(7)c- So 1 askgs(s), (b)(6), (b)(ifj&e could 
close the door and I feared that because everyone was touching the Qur'an and a local national saw it, it would raise 
a questionby(3), (b)(6), (b (specifically stated that “During the operation, no one approached me and said that burning 
this material was a bad idea." Exhibit G, Statement(pf(3), (b)(6), (b)(zjeted 24 February 201853), (by(6), (py($jes not a 
credible witness. Not only di)(3), (b)(6), (by (7jExhibit OO) state that he tqix(3), (b)(6), (b)(ifjávas a bad idea to burn the 
books, but(by(6), (b)(7)€Exhibit BB) a(5)(3), (b)(6), (bY('exhibit Z) both corroboratedb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)statement. 
** Exhibits Z and OO (Statements(bf(3), (b)(6), (b (z9eted 22 February 2012 angby(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
*° Exhibits S and OO (Statements(J(3), (b)(6), (b(1965)(3). (b)(6), (b)(AIs)(6), (b) (7)6s0 stated that he told the shift sergeant 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b) 2&1o took the key when the library was locked at the end of the third day to be careful with the holy 
books. See Exhibit RR ( — (b(6), (D(7)c X statement #1, dated 25 February 2012). 
*? Exhibits F, P, V, X, and QQ (Statements of _(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (a)(7)c 
88 Exhibit V (Statement of{b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)edated 3 March 2012); he stated tlqsy(3), (b)(6), (b (approached him around 
1830 on 20 February and said there was some contraband that needed to be taken out of the facility, put in the back 
of a truck, and the truck was going to the burn pit. That message in its entirety was not communicated to all of the 
IRF Team members. 
‘i Exhibits F and V (Statements 06)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7ye1d statement of(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)cdated 5 March 2012). 
?! Exhibit F (Statements o k 
?! Exhibit F (Statements bo, (ONG), Oe 
” Exhibits F and QQ (Statements «5)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)and statement o(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 3 March 208), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (bXtzited that “I have a high sense of distrust of the ANA." 
10 
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(5) (UFS The interpreter who primarily advised the CI Team and S2 Section that 
60-75 percent of the library's contents were radical or extremist was also culpable for the 
incident? Asa Category II linguist, "4 one of his duties, besides interpretation, was to also act as 
a cultural advisor to the US Service Members." I find that he did not fully perform his duties to 
warn the US Service Members about the appro priate handling of the books and to ensure that the 
final disposition of the books was appropriate. I also find that his explanation of the 
characterization of some of the Qur'ans as being extremist led the CI Team Chief, i in particular, 
to believe that certain interpretations of the Qur'an were not actually Qur’ans.”’ This directly led 
to Qur'ans being characterized as contraband and, subsequently, not handled appropriately. The 
CI Team Chief explained that the interpreter's explanation was that “Muslims do not consider 
the radical Islamic books *Korans' since they were rewritten. 595^q he interpreter went on to 
explain that the books he was describing as extremist were essentially similar to a “Nazi” rewrite 
of the Bible and because they were such extreme rewrites that other Muslims would not even 
consider them to be Qur’ans.”” Based on input from the Afghan general officers who were part 
of the Joint Delegation, these rewrites were not extreme, and they all considered these books to 
be Qur’ans, regardless. ^? 


(b)(3), (b) (5), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


% Exhibits O and OO (Statements(by(3), (b)(6), (b)(@eMarch 2012 an(bY(3), (b)(6), (b)(9&(3), (b)(6), (b)(Fetement also 
corroborated thab)(6), (b)(7)eas primarily identifying books as extremist. 
% Category II linguists also have a secret security clearance. See Exhibit EEE. 
?5 Exhibit RR (Interview of (b)(6), (b)(z)c , dated 25 February 2012). In that interviewp)(6), (b)(7ecalled an 
instance in the library where a US Service Member accidentally dropped a Qur’an, and he admonished him to 
handle the books with respect and attention. (b)(6), (b)(7)chowever, indicated that it was actually him that admonished 
the US Service Member (Exhibit BB, Interview on 6 March) and Exhibit 4b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(3tatement (25 February 
2012), and Exhibit (3)(3), (b)(6), (b) (zjétement (4 March 2012). corroborated that it was actually — (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
however, indicated thatb)(6). (b)(7)tid correct her on how she was holding a book at one point (she was holding it 
upside down). See Exhibit HH. 
"* Contrast(by(6), (b (7)behavior with tha((6), (b)(wbo properly advised several US Service Members about the 
appropriate way to handle the books and warn(tj(3), (b)(6), (b)(igc»e careful. (tp)(3), (b)(6), (b)(@)March 2012 statement 
(Exhibit BB), he stated that he *mentioned(by(3), (b)(6), (b) (Pat there were Qur'ans and religious books in there that 
we put separate so that so that when he put them into storage to be careful because there are Afghan National Army 
out there . .(b)(3), (b)(6), (b) (7jéd. `I go(3X(6), (b)(PYeot it." ()(3), (b)(6), (b) (7z)62 February statement, he also stated that 
because the search team members could not identify which books were religious or Qur'ans without the linguists 
telling them, they took care of all the books that were searched. See Exhibit Z. 
z Exhibits OO and RR (Statements of | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c interview #1, dated 25 February 2012). 
Exhibit OO (Statement of. dated 23 February 2012). 
” Exhibit OO (Statement i» (2), (0(5) (US ed 23 February 2012). 
' Based on the IO and investigative team's personal observations/conversations. 
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(b)(3), (b) (5), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


b. (U//FO€€ Based upon these findings, I make the following recommendations which 
mirror those of the Joint Delegation Report, and include additional recommendations based on 
additional evidence gathered after the Joint Delegation Report was signed. 


(1) (U/#8#8) TF Protector should conduct an immediate review of its policies to ensure 
that procedures for handling Qur'ans and other religious materials are apparent and known by all 
personnel, as well as establishing procedures for the search of library books and the library itself, 
establishing a standard to distinguish Qur'ans and other religious books from other texts, and 
clarifying and strengthening the procedures that are used to handle, log, and dispose of 
contraband. TF Protector must immediately address the training deficiencies of US Service 
Members with regard to the DFIP SOP, search procedures and the handling of religious material, 
with an emphasis on the Qur'an. 


(2) (U#FS89) The failure to cross-talk between American and Afghan units contributed 
to this tragedy. TF Protector must immediately renew and strengthen its efforts to build trust and 
a genuine partnership between its unit and the Afghan units that work within the DFIP. 
establishing and deepening this partnership. 


(3) (U/F646 CIIATF 435 and TF Protector should review its command-and-control 
relationships within the DFIP to ensure that there is proper cross-talk among agencies and that 
operations are planned and approved with the coordination of all pertinent parties. Also 
recommend that CJIATF 435 direct a relook at the DFIP SOP in order to clearly articulate 
responsibilities within the DFIP, to include the library. 


(4) (UFS) Commander, TF VIPER'” should immediately conduct retraining and 
recertification of all counter intelligence personnel and establish clear procedures within the team 
for handling, interpreting, and collecting intelligence where it involves religious material. 


(5) (U/R66 COMISAF/COMUSFOR-A should issue a tactical directive that 


discusses the importance of the Qur'an and other religious books and establishes clear 
procedures for handling during military operations. As part of that directive, the authority to 


!?! Enclosure 8. 
102 14" MI BN, 470" MI BDE. 
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dispose of actual or suspected religious materials should be withheld to the first general officer 
or flag officer in the chain of command. 


(6) (U/FO8> Recognizing that ignorance of the Qur'an and its importance in the 
Islamic faith contributed to this incident, COMUSFOR-A, in coordination with the Services, 
should review existing training, including pre-deployment training, and ensure that training 
incorporates an appreciation of the Qur'an and its place within the Islamic faith. 


(7) (U//F829) COMUSFOR-A should establish policies that, where possible, redundant 
linguists should be used regarding interpretations of any religious material, particularly in the 
case of intelligence and counterintelligence operations. 

(8) (U/#ee¢e COMUSFOR-A should direct that those Qur'ans and other religious 


materials that were removed from the library be transferred to officials of the Ministry of the 
Interior. 


(b)(1) 1.4(8) 


(b)(3), (b) (5), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 


3. (U/F9H} Personnel Relevant to the Investigation. 


"5 Exhibit S (Statement (f(3), (b)(6), (b)(thated 26 February 2012). 
' Exhibit CCC. The namqb(3), (b)(6), (bY(7)er (bX(3). (b)(6), (b)(7)e was mentioned in a conversation witltby(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
"5 Exhibit CCC. 
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(bY(3), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 
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(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
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(b)(3), (b(6), (b)(7)c 


4. (UFS Chronology of Events. 


In early January 2012, TF Tarheels, the 535" MP BN, and the DFIP TIG CI Team 
became concerned about activities in the DFIP Library that could threaten security. 


From 18 to 20 February 2012, US Service Members conducted a security sweep of 
library materials. Initially, there was no plan to remove any books from the library. 


On 18 February 2012, a linguist working with US Service Members reported that a large 
number of the books in the library contained extremist content. 


From 19 to 20 February 2012, leaders received periodic reports that the library contained 
large quantities of extremist material, and junior leaders perceived that they had guidance 
to remove the material. 


On 20 February 2012, US Service Members began separating texts for removal based on 
perceived extremist content and the poor physical condition of some of the books. 


During the evening of 20 February 2012, search team leaders began to coordinate and 
execute plans to remove the books from the library as well as the means of disposal. 
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e Later that evening, a work detail composed of guards and supply personnel began to load 
the books onto a military truck as part of the routine, nightly trip to the burning facility. 


e About that same time, ANA Soldiers working at the DFIP observed the removal and 
loading of the books, expressed concern to US Service Members that Qur'ans were 
among the books, and notified ANA leadership. The loading was completed, however, 
and the truck departed the DFIP for the burn pit. 


e A few minutes after the truck departed, an officer from ANA DFIP Operations visited US 
DFIP Operations and voiced concern over the disposition of the religious materials. At 
some point which is unclear, a US Service Member told the ANA officer that the books 
would be stored in a Conex. 


e After receiving the call, US DFIP Operations sent a team to locate the truck, but it had 
already departed the DFIP enroute to the burn pit. The team sent to locate the truck did 
not find it at the burn pit. 


e Shortly after departing Camp Sabalu-Harrison, the truck arrived at the Bagram Airfield 
burn pit. Because the material contained sensitive information, the US Service Members 
drove directly to incinerator #1 and began to unload books from the back of the truck into 
the incinerator. 


e A local national employee who operates the incinerator approached the US Service 
Members to help off-load the material from the back of the truck. He noticed that 
Qur'ans were among the books and shouted to the other local national workers near the 
incinerator. A bucket-loader operator filled his bucket with water from a nearby puddle 
and doused the fire inside the incinerator. 


e Approximately 15 local nationals gathered around. The US Service Members re-entered 
the truck, quickly exited the burn pit, and returned to Camp Sabalu-Harrison with the 
remaining books. 


e The involved US Service Members notified the chain of command regarding the incident 
and were instructed to store the books. 


* Local nationals at the incinerator were able to put the flames out and recovered some of 
the burnt books from the incinerator. 
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5. (U//FO:29) Directed Findings. 1 determined the following to be true, based on a 
preponderance of the evidence collected during the investigation, in response to the questions 
below that were directed by the Appointing Authority, the Commander, USFOR-A. 


a. (U/7312O.) The facts and circumstances surrounding the improper disposal of Islamic 
religious materials, including Qur'ans, on the evening of 20 February 2012. at Bagram Air Field 
(BAF) burn pit (answering who. what, when, where, why, and how the incident occurred): 


(1) (U/F622) Task organization. The Commander, CJIATF 435 is dual-hatted as the 
Deputy Commander, Detention Operations, USFOR-A.'°° The Detention Facility in Parwan 
(DFIP) is under the command of Task Force Protector.” Until 20 February 2012, TF Protector 
was the 43rd Military Police (MP) Brigade, a National Guard unit that is under the command of 
Brigadier General Charles Petrarca. On 20 February 2012, TF Protector transferred from the 
43rd MP Brigade to the 42nd MP Brigade, an active-duty unit that is under the command of 
Colonel Robert Taradash. Task Force Protector is comprised of three battalions, one of which is 
the 535th MP Battalion, TF Tarheels, which is a National Guard unit that is under the command 
of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c TF Tarheels is primarily responsible for the guard force 
within the DF pu but it also operates DFIP operations, a centralized control hub for the entire 
facility. The figure below shows an expanded view: of command and control in the DFIP, the 
organizations involved, and the key personnel discussed in this report. 


o: (b)(1) 1.4(a) . See also USFOR-A FRAGO 10-007. 
'" See Exhibit XX4 (See the DFIP-provided organizational chart). 
'* Exhibit C (Statement (1$)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7}tated 25 February 2012). 
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(b)(1)1.4(c), (b)(3), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 


!^ Exhibit ZZ (CELLEX Analysis). 
'5 Exhibit ZZ (CI Screening Results, dated 19 January 2012). 
!!5 Exhibit ZZ (PCASS Technical Report, dated 19 January 2012). 
! Exhibit ZZ ( (b)(6), (b)(7)c “Potential Insider Threat" story board). 
H8 Exhibit CC (Statement of (b)(6), (b)(7)c dated 23 February 2012). 
H? Exhibit OO (Statement of dated 23 February 2012). 
7? Exhibit OO (Statement Ap). (bX(6), (D)(7)gated 23 February 2012). 
121 Exhibit FF (Statement of BG Petrarca, dated 25 February 2012); Exhibit NN (statement ofb)(3), (b)(6), (b) (7)dlated 
26 February 2012). 
12 Exhibit CCC and conversation witb)(3), (b)(6), (b(7)cinterestingáb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(#é° stated in his CID interview 
(Exhibit G, dated 21 February 2012) that he did not trust anyone to include his COC with any of this information 
due to the fact they might snitch and tell the librarian. (6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(ayeterview on 26 February 2012 (Exhibit S), he 
stated that a lot of people had suspicions about the librarian. He also stated, “Our initial suspicions came up when 
the old brigade [43" MP BDE] told us that he had a Top Secret clearance; we went back and found that he did not 
have clearance at all, We were told to leave him alone because he was a nice guy and does good work." He also 
mentioned in that statement thttt (3), (b)(6), (b (7)eld him that he thought someone told. (b)(6), (b)(7)c about the initial 
search guidance because - (b)(6), (b)(7)c changed his pattern of life shortly after that. 
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(b)(1)1.4a, (b)(1)1.4c, (b)(3), (6)(6), (b)(7)c 


(b)(3), (b)(6) 
(b)(3), (bY(6) 


13 Exhibit S (Statement(of(3), (b)(6), (bated 26 February 2012); Exhibit K (Statemen(t@), (b)(6), (by @yéed 26 
February 2012. 
*4 Exhibit S (Statement dated 26 February 2012). 
5 Exhibit S (Statement to. (0)(6), (96 od 26 February 2012); Exhibit OO (statements q5)(3), (bY6), (bI (7Wted 23 
February 2012 and 4 March 2012). 
1% Exhibit S (Statement(bK(3), (b)(6), (b)(Zeated 26 February 2012); Exhibit Z (statement (bj(3), (b)(6), (b) ('xJated 25 
February 2012). 

Exhibit S (Statement of | dated 26 February 2012). 
28 Exhibit S (Statement HE). exe. Oged 26 February 2012); Exhibit N (statement qÉ)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 04 
March 2012). See also Exhibit ZZ (PowerPoint slides and emails provided bqb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(79& 25 February 2012). 
'? Exhibit Z (Statement ($j(3), (b)(6), (b)(Heted 25 February 2012). 
13? Exhibit S (Statement (bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(tated 26 February 2012). 
5! Exhibit C (Statement ¢(3), (b)(6), (b)(7#tated 25 February 2012). 
13? Exhibit C (Statement ()(3), (b)(6), (b)(7}tated 25 February 2012). 
* Exhibit S (Statement @f(3), (b)(6), (b)(Deted 24 February 2012). 
Exhibits B, C, S, and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c ). 
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(b)(1)1.4a, (b)(1)1.4c, (b)(3), (6)(6), (b)(7)c 


135 


Exhibit C (Statement q5)(3), (b)(6), (b(zWated 25 February 2012). 
76 Exhibit FF (Statements of BG Petrarca, dated 25 February 2012 arid 26 February 2012); See also Exhibit T 
(statement @)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 25 February 2012). At the time of his second statement, BG Petrarca vaguely 
recalled a PowerPoint briefing by TIG CI that mentioned a sweep. This was during the relief in place (RIP) briefing 
that TIG CI did for BG Petrarca andb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)incoming 42" MP BDE Commander) on 17 or 18 February 
2012 (Exhibit ZZ). (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 42 MP BDE G2, stated that he was also present at the briefing. See 
Exhibit KK (statement (b)(3), (b)(6), (b) (zJeted 2 March 2012). The search of the library was briefed at this meeting at 
1130, but it was a minor point on the bottom of one slide, and BG Petrarca did not recall it at all when first 
questioned about it. BG Petrarca also indicated that he had disapproved at least two other TIG CI CONOPS in the 
past, so he felt as though it might have intentionally been glossed over in the briefing.(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)stated that he 
did not think BG Petrarca knew about it. See Exhibit NN (statement ofb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)adated 26 February 2012). 
(bY(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)éid recall th(t$)(3), (b)(6), (b(7)&iefly mentioned it during the briefing as an ongoing mistBX(8), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (are that he received a few SPOT reports and quick updates about finding contraband in the library, but he 
did not know whose idea the search was, he was never asked for guidance or a decision, and he never heard any 
discussion on what would be the ultimate disposition of the contraband. See Exhibit KK (statement (H$(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
dated 2 March 2012). 
57 Exhibit J (Statement of (b)(3), (p(6) , dated 2 March 2012). The TF Protector TOA ceremony was at 1500 on 20 
February 2012. BG Petrarca and. (b)(3), (D(6) both mentioned that TF Protector also had to prepare for a 
Congressional Delegation (CODEL) and COMISAF visit during the time the library search was ongoing. 
38 Exhibit J.  (by3), (D(6) incoming 42" MP BDE Counter-Intelligence (COIN) Team OIC and part of the 
ADVON for the 42" MP BDE at the end of January, assumed that when he told (b)(3), (b)(6) to coordinate the search 
with the current 43" MP BDE G2 that was done, but he was unsure. See Exhibit J (statement of! (b)(3), (D(6) . 
dated 2 March 2012). The 43 MP BDE G2, (b)(3), (b)(6) , stated that the first time that he heard about the 
search of the library was on 21 February as he was heading to breakfast. See Exhibit T (statement of í (b)(3), (b)(6) 
dated 25 February 2012). (b)(3), (b)(6) indicated that  (b)(3), (D(6) briefed him on the library search for the first time 
on 17 or 18 February. See Exhibit KK (statement of (b)(3), (b)(6). dated 2 March 2012). (b)(3), (b)(6) | explained 
that normally COIN would play a part in any operation involving an insider threat but did not in this case. No one 
on the COIN team has a specific responsibility for the library. The library is not a named area of interest (NAI) for 
any of the COIN teams. They focus on the housing units within the DFIP. —(b)(3), (b)(6) also recalled a discussion 
with! — (b(3)(b(6)  .incoming 42" MP BDE G2, about needing to cut the direct link between the 535" MP BN 
S2 and TIG CI. (b)3) (be) stated that he and (b)(3), (b)(6) both told (b)(3), (b)(6) that he needed to go to the BDE 
Intelligence Collection Manager (G2) for any intelligence collection operations and should not go directly to TIG 
Cl. See Exhibit J (statement of (b)(3), (b)(6) . dated 2 March 2012). 
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the library. by), (b)(6), (b (2dlid not consider himself a “battle-space owner,” but rather believed 
his authorities were confined strictly to Guard Force operations." As noted above, however. 
both (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c believed thatb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)authorized the search. The 
brigade's COIN team was not involved in the search at all, and the search was not briefed at the 
weekly Wednesday COIN briefing on internal threats. '‘' The COIN Team falls organizationally 
under the TF Protector G2 Section. 


(6) (U/7-9994 The search. 
(a) (U/FS¥89) Saturday, 18 February 2012. On 18 February 20128) (5X6), (0082. OIC, 


and his S2 NCOICp)(3), (b(6), (o (met the CI Team to let them into the library." = However, 
(b)(6), (b)(7)c also appeared on the scene because he believed that he was supposed to rage. (b)(6), (6)(7)c 


(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(zyà. day. "tb, (b)(6), (b)(7"areated a cover story that the library was closed for the next few 


days for cleaning. " The search team initially consisted of! ^ (pys)(b6),(p(nc ,Special 
Agent (SA) and TIG CI Team NCOIC; | (b)(3), (6)(6), (D(7)c 

(b)(6), (b)(7)¢, interpreter who had only been with TIG Cl for approximately five days: and (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
an interpreter with TIG CI since sometime in November 2011. "5 Botlwy3), (b)6), (DWO), (b)(6), (b)(7)e 


(b)(3), (b)(6), (y@ye present when the search began, but did not f participate i in the search on this day, 


althougkp)(3), (6). (b)(7yésited the search later that day. '* Sometime after lunch. (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
brought | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c . to join the search.'*” On that first day, team members 
donned gloves and went through each page of each book.'** Team members pulled all notes out 
of books and used linguists to read the notes and messages written in the books.'*? AIl of the 
notes were then either placed in a trash bag because they were determined to not have any 
intelligence value or they were put intoa brown paper bag marked "Intelligence" to keep for 
further exploitation." Pictures were taken of messages written in the books themselves that 
were determined to have some intelligence value.'*' The CI team began to set aside some books 


" Exhibit C (Statement (53), (b)(6), (b)(7)tated 26 February 2012). 
140 Exhibit C (Statement q$(3), (b)(6), (b)(7}lated 26 February 2012). 
"l Exhibit J (Statement o)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)8ated 2 March 2012) and Exhibit T (statement q)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7ybated 25 
February 2012). 
142 Statement(oK(3), (6)(6), (bY(7)ixted 22 February 2012. 
'? Exhibit O (Statement(bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(zjated 4 March 2012) and Exhibit C (statement q5)(3), (b)(6), (b) (zJéted 25 
February 2012). 
1 Exhibit S (Statement(bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(zjated 24 February 2012). 
"5 Exhibit Z (Statement @)3), (b)(6), (b) (Bed 25 February 2012) and Exhibit HH (statement o(b)(3), (b)(6), (6)(7)c 
dated 22 February 2012). 
^ Exhibit S (Statements(s(3), (b)(6), (bXZ)c 
? Exhibit O (Statement (69(3), (b)(6), (by(Zy&ed 04 March 2012). 
"8 Exhibit Z (Statements(bX3), (b)(6), (b 7ilated 25 February 2012) and Exhibit I (statement Œf), (b)(6), (b) (rated 3 
March 2012). 
' Exhibit I (Statement (bj(3), (bY(6). (b)(zJated 03 March 2012). 
150 Exhibit O (Statement(ef(3), (b)(6), (b(Deted 04 March 2012). 
'*' Exhibit Z (Statement(bK(3), (b)(6), (b)(7jated 22 February 2012). 
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for additional guidance from((3) (6)(6), (b(7)because of the amount of intelligence they might 

contain. '? During the day, the interpreter.(b)(), ()(7)calso mentioned how surprised he was that 

many of the books were allowed in the library because many were extremist/radical in nature.” 

That afternoon(b)(3), ()(6), (b (2etopped by the library and spoke with - (DX), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

telling the team that they were doing a great job." It did not appear to any of the team members 

that he was surprised by the activity in the library.'°° Estimates vary, but it appears that only 20 

books were segregated by the end of the first day. ^ (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)Stated that on the first day, a 

linguist told him that up to 75 percent of the library’s books contained extremist conten(sj(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (6)(6), (ls related that he was told on that first day that about 75 percent of the library's content 

was extremist.'? 


(b) (U//FO€9) The team concluded the first day's search around 1930 hours.'*? At 
approximately 2015.(b)(3) (b)(6), (b(7)awent to | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b (7)c (TIG Commander 's) office to brief 
him and. (6)(3), (6)(6), (b(2c , the TIG CI J3, on the progress that day and to get approval for 
another operation." At approximately 2045.53). (b)(6), (b (encounteredbX3). (b)(6), (b)(7)at the 
DFAC entrance and reported a lot of *extremist material" in the library. ‘©! X3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
recounted thatb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)told him that material should be removed. ^? (53), (b)(6), bad only a 
vague recollection of the discussion, but he believed that he did not tell(b(), (b(6), (b (that the 
material should be removed.'® (3) (be), (b)(7)chowever, left the encounter with the idea that the 
535th MP BN Commander wanted those items removed from the library. '^' 


(c) (U/F6¢6) Sunday, 19 February 2012. The CI team of! (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c and 
Yousafi re-entered the library and resumed the search. They used the same detailed method as 


152 


“ Exhibit Z (Statement gf(3), (b)(6), (b) (ated 22 February 2012). 

153 Exhibit Z (Statement @§(3), (b)(6), (bydéted 22 February 2012). 
5! Exhibit Z (Statement (bY(3), (6)(6), (b)(Weted 22 February 2012) and Exhibit I (statement (@f(3), (b)(6), (b) (zjated 03 
March 2012). 
'55 Exhibit I (Statement @§(3), (b)(6), (b)(Heted 3 March 2012) and Exhibit MM (statement q5)(3), (b)(6), (b)(zyéated 2 
March 2012). 
'5* Exhibit I (Statement @J(3), (b)(6), (b (zJated 03 March 2012). 
'*" Exhibit OO (Statement @6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 21 February 2012). Whi(B)(3), (b)(6), (bX(7)dentified the linguist in 
his initial statementst5y(6), (b)(7jeelieve that he confused — (b)(6), (D(7)c  . based «q)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7éate(by), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (bae statements, and the fact t(by(6), (b)(yys only present for four hours that day. See Exhibits Z and OO. 
See also (b)(6), (b)(7)cstatement, dated 6 March 2012 (Exhibit BB). 
'** Exhibit S (Statement (bf(3), (b)(6), (bY(zjated 26 February 2012). 
'** Exhibit Z (Statement (b) (3), (b)(6), (b)(Wated 25 February 2012). 
' Exhibit OO (Statement (3), (b(6), (b)(Z)dated 23 February 2012). 
'*' Exhibit OO (Statement q6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(z)dated 23 February 2012). 
'** Exhibit OO (Statement q)(3), (b)(6), (b)(2)dated 23 February 2012). 
'5* Exhibit C (Statement (6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)tated 26 February 2012). 
'^* Exhibit OO (Statement @6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 23 February 2012). 
"5 Exhibit Z (Statement(bX(3), (b)(6), (b)(7jtated 22 February 2012). 
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before.'* On the second day, (0X9). (b)(7)eontinued to identify books that he labeled as extremist 
and should not be in the library.'°’ At the end of the second day, an additional 20 to 30 books 
had been set aside based on (b)(6), (b)(7)c guidance. ^ * The team wrapped up the search at 1500 to 
participate in another unrelated mission. Ier After the search ended that dayoby(), (b)(6), (by pdated 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)evho was visiting DFIP Operations. The meeting was unplanned, an@)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
briefly re Spored on the kinds of things they were finding in terms of intelligence and extremist 
material.” (by), (bX(6), () ame away from that conversation with the impression that the extremist 
materials needed to be gotten rid of. b) (b)(6), (bXalbso recounted a conversation WitIb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
on the evening of 19 February in whictp)(3), (»)(6), (b)(7fold him that they had found “jihadist” 
material in the library, and the intent was to take it to the burn pit.'7toy@), (bX6). (b)(7Wwas unsure, but 
believed that he related that information to(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢ 


(d) (U/FS88$) Monday, 20 February 2012. On the morning of 20 February 2012, the CI 
team arrived at the library to continue the search. 


(i) (U//F8: 569 Throughout the morning, there was no change to the previous search 
method, and the team remained focused on collecting intelligence from paper notes placed 
between pages and detainee handwriting on the book covers and pages. (b)(3),,(b)(6), (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c were initially present.'”° (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

was present for a few hours in the morning and then returned again in the afternoorts)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6), conryeved at approximately 1100 after speaking t@)3), (b)(6), (b)(7#bout getting more help in 

the library.'”* At around 1345 new personnel began to arrive, but it appears that they were not 

thoroughly briefed on the search method and criteria. "((3), (bo, bahriefed at least one of the 

new search participants, but not all of them, on the search method and criteria. '? Among the 

new participants in the search were: (b)(3), (bY(6), (bY(7)c . and 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)avho all arrived after lunch to search books.'*' In addition, (b(6, (bc — the 


‘°° Exhibit Z (Statement @f(3), (by(6), (b) /jéted 22 February 2012). 
' Exhibit Z (Statement (4)(3), (b)(6), (b)(@eted 22 February 2012). 
168 Exhibit O (Statement(b(3), (b)(6), (b)\(@ated 04 March 2012). 
1 Exhibit Z (Statement(oy(3), (b)(6), (b)(7#ated 22 February 2012). 
'? Exhibit S (Statement(bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(teted 26 February 2012). 
17! Exhibit S (Statement(bX3). (b)(6), (b)(@ated 26 February 2012). 
'? Exhibit S (Statement(bX3), (b)(6), (b)\(@ated 26 February 2012). 
1 Exhibit K (Statement), (b)(6), (b)deed 26 February 2012). 
'4 Exhibit S (Statement(bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(Zated 26 February 2012). 
"5 Exhibit Z (Statement(5J(3), (b)(6), (b)(Wated 22 February 2012). 
"* Exhibit N (Statement «)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 4 March 2012) and Exhibit MM (statement «(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)&ated 2 
March 2012). 
77 Exhibit BB (Statement of(b)(6), (b)(7)cdated 6 March 2012). 
178 Exhibit OO (Statement q£)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 23 February 2012). 
' Exhibit S (Statement (bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(teted 26 February 2012). 
' Exhibit Z (Statement ()(3), (b)(6), (b(AJeted 25 February 2012). 
'S! Exhibit S (Statement(bf(3), (b)(6), (b(zjated 26 February 2012). 
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linguist who commented on the radical literature — ade), (b) amother linguist, arrives), (pod y 
participated from 1400-1600. '(5x6). (Went to lunch and helped conduct screenings at entry 
control point (ECP) 4 and did not return to the library until around 1630. (5:6), byearked from 
1400 to 1600. (b)(3), (bX6), (b)(7)c(the battalion's officer in charge of the linguists) also searched 
books that afternoon for about 30 minutes. 


(ii) (U/ZEGIZO3 Sometime between 1400 and 1500, (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c began 
going through book shelves that were already searched (on the left side near the door) and started 
segregating all “extremist” texts based on a review of the author, the place of printing, and the 
table of contents, $5 Although all linguists identified suspected books.(b)(6), (o)(7)adentified the 
majority of the books that were pulled.'5* When a book was identified as *extremist" in its views 
(primarily by(b)(6), (6)(7)¢ all copies of the book were removed from the shelves. Additionally, the 
team members began segregating books that were in bad physical condition particularly if there 
were newer copies on the shelves.'*’ While some focus remained on intelligence collection, the 
main effort of the book segregation shifted to segregating books characterized as 
radical/extremist as well as those in bad physical condition. At approximately 1 @9)@), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c rejoined the team in the library." A total of 11 US Service Members 
and 2 linguists were in the library?" participating in the search at one point, ?! 


(ui) (U/FeS) By 1900 that night, over 2.000'?? books had been identified for 
segregation and ended up stacked on the floor based on the perceived content or physical 
condition. (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)stated that(b)(6), (p(7)ádentified nearly an entire bookshelf of books as 
radical Islamic teachings.' * by(6, (explained that there are different sects of Islam and that 
Muslims do not consider the radical Islamic books *Qur'ans" because they are rewritten?" This 
misidentification of radical Qur' ans as not considered real *Qur'ans" added confusion to the 
situation in the library and likely contributed to the lackadaisical attitude about the books. 


'5* Exhibit A (Statemenby(6), (b)@gted 25 February 2012). 

'5 Exhibit BB (Statement of{b)(6), (b)(7)cdated 25 February 2012). 

'55 Exhibit LL (Statement «)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)éated 27 February 2012). 

"5 Exhibit OO (Statement q)(3), (b)(6), (b)(2dated 04 March 2012). 

'5* Exhibit OO (Statement ¢6)(3), (b)(6), (b (7)dated 04 March 2012). 

187 Exhibit MM (Statements 463). (b)(6), (D (2)dated 2 March 2012); Exhibit HH (statement o(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)adated 
4 March 2012); and Exhibit OO (statement «bY(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)éated 25 February 2012). 

188 Exhibit Z (Statement of | dated 22 February 2012). 

19 Exhibit Z (Statement (99. (b)(6), OD ed 22 February 2012) and Exhibit HH (statement o(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
dated 4 March 2012). 

' See diagram of DFIP library, Exhibit XX7 

19! Exhibit OO (Statement q6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(zYéated 23 February 2012). 

'? This number is based on the number of recovered books that were inventoried in the Conex, the other recovered 
books at the burn pit area, and the number of books that were believed to have been burned. See Paragraph 5d for a 
more detailed explanation regarding the number of books. 


153 Exhibit OO (Statement of | dated 23 February 2012). 
' Exhibit OO (Statement o9). (05). (DUE red 23 February 2012). 
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(b)(6), (b) (7)also identified that most of the books were from the Wahabi sect and were printed in 
Peshawar, Pakistan. He also remembered a particular book written by the Taliban that 
contained radical teachings related to violence and the treatment of women. ^ (5), (pzalso 
reportedly identified many anti-American books and another book that stated, “Usama Bin 
Laden should live forever.”'”’ As the piles of books grew, the books were stacked on the floor 
near the front door of the library. '?* According to(6)(3), (b)(6), (b) )che aske(by(3), (b)(6), (b (2ehat 
should be done with the extremist books(bX3). (b)(6), (b) eld him that TF Tarheels would be 
responsible for removing them from the library. ^? 


(iv) (U/4GI2GY At approximately 1800, (b(6), (b(7coverheartdy(), (b)(6), (oqriust outside the 
library discussing plans to dispose of the books by taking them to the burn pit." (bye), (b) walked 
back inside the library and asked(»(3), ()(6), (b(7)40 take a smoke break with him, and they both 
walked outside to smoke." While outsidy6), (b)(Meiced his concern that some of the books were 
religious books and that he had overheard some US Service Members discussing taking them to 
the burn pit." He told(by@), (bX6). (o)(7)¢hat was not a good idea, particularly given the risk of 
exposure to local nationals." (bye), (b)(7)c identified one of the Soldiers in the previous discussion 
a(b)(3), (b)(6), (bx) He did not know who the others wer@)(6), (b)sxid that during the conversation 
withw)(3), (6)(6), (b)(7)cat the smoking area(by(3), (b)(6), (b) (7)ctold him to relax and that the books were 
going into storage." Afterwards, (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)confronte(by(3), (b(6), (b)(7#@bout his plan to take the 
books to the burn pit. (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)eonveyed the same warnings t(by(3), (b)(6), (b)(79t8 (b)(6), (b)(7)chad 
conveyed to him.” P t3), (b)(6), (b) 7)edid not ordq5)(3), (b)(6), (b (7)Bot to burn the books, but in his first 
statement on 21 February, he recalled passing on (b)(6), (b (7c warning “that there were local 
nationals working at the burn pit and that extra precautions need to be taken." He went on to 
write in his statement tha), (b)(6), (b)(7assured him “that no local nationals would see the books 
get destroyed. I recommended that he take extra precautions and offered my team's assistance to 
remove the books from the library, an@)), (by), (b)(7/old me that he had it all under control.7* In 


195 


Exhibit RR (Statement of’ .(b)(6), (D(7)c , dated 25 February 2012) and Exhibit BB (statement Oftby(6), (b)(7)c 
dated 25 February 2012). 


°° Exhibit OO (Statement of dated 23 February 2012). 
1? Exhibit OO (Statement of dated 23 February 2012). 
'** Exhibit OO (Statement 4? (3? (D). OMSareq 23 February 2012). 
'? Exhibit OO (Statement of dated 23 February 2012). 


?" Exhibits BB and OO (Statements of(b)(6), (b)(7)odated 06 March 2012 amgy(3), (by(6), (b) (7Wlated 04 March 2012). 
*! Exhibits BB and OO (Statements of(b)(6), (b)(7)antb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

7" Exhibit BB and OO (Statements of(b)(6), (b(7)énd (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c_ said that he overheaby(g), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
specifically but that there were 5 or 6 other US Service Members talking outside the library entrance as well that he 
could not identify. 

?* Exhibits BB and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


* Exhibits Z, BB and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
"* Exhibit BB (Statement of{b)(6), (b)(7)cdated 6 March 2012). 
?* Exhibit OO (Statement of dated 04 March 2012). 
27 Exhibit OO (Statement q£)(3), (b)(6), (bY(7X&ated 21 February 2012). 
?* Exhibit OO (Statement of dated 21 February 2012). 
27 
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(b)3). (b)(6), (b)(7)c second statement for CID on 23 February, the message relayed tq) (b)(6), (b (7yas 
explained differently. In this statement. (p)(3), (b)(6), osaid that he told), (ye), by (7jdhat it was a 
bad idea since there were local nationals there. . . . I told him that these books needed to go intoa 
Conex or somewhere out of the library. . . . I told him just to get these in storage you will have to 
cart the books out with blankets covering them or in boxes so no one would know what they are 
carrying out.””’’ I find that based on all of his statements.(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dlid not explicitly tell 
(b)(3), (b)(6), ()(7{@ not burn the books, but he told), (oy), (p)7)hat he should not take them to the burn 

pit because of his concern that local nationals would observe the disposal of the books(6y(3), (b)(6), (b(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (baer clarified that (By), (b(6), (bed not say the books were going into storage, but he also 
did not say they were going to the burn pit.”7"" Whilgy() (b(6), (o)(7#tated that “no one approached 
me and said that burning this material is a bad idea" in his 24 February 2012 statemen@®), (b)(6), (0)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b) (5), (6)(6), (b)(7)c a 


(7) (U//FOt99)0). (0X6), (o)(7Jeft the library at approximately 1800 and went to DFIP 
Operations to tell the Battalion S3 that the search was complete.” He quickly informed the S3 
about what they found and that they planned to use the IRF Team to transport the extremist 
books out of the library." It was unclear whether he also indicated that the material was going 
on the 2100 burn pit run. At 1830 on 20 February, the DFIP Guard Force and Immediate 
Response Force (IRF) in the DFIP conducted shift change activities including a shift change 
brief of ongoing activities; the Battalion S3 was present.^'? There was no mention of the library 


search or the need to move any books from the library.?' 


(8) (U/FG567- Between 1830 and 19000), (b(6). (b) iteparted the library and went to the 
IRF office and spoke with § (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c from the IRF.7' (o3), (yc), (b)zxsked if the IRF could 
help move some “contraband” books from the library to the supply LMTV that was going to the 
burn pit for the 2100 run."'* t(p3) (b)(6), (b)(7)c said that the IRF could help." (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


"? Exhibit OO (Statement q6)(3), (0)(6), (b) (dated 23 February 2012). 

?" Exhibit OO (Statement q6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(72)dated 4 March 2012). 

?'! Exhibit OO (Statement q$y(3), (b)(6), (b 7y&ited 4 March 2012). 

^" Exhibit G (Statement q(3), (b)(6), (by (Hated 24 February 2012/o)(3), (b)(6), (b)(DÉised to make any other statements 

after the 24 February statement, so I was unable to ask him more specific questions about conversations(by(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (6)(6), (be only does(b)(6), (b)(7)€Exhibit BB) corroborate(fy(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)éatements, but so de(b)(3), (b)(6),.(b)(7chis 

25 February 2012 statement (Exhibit Z). 

?? Exhibit S (Statement (93). (bX6), (0) @aed 26 February 2012). 

"^ Exhibits K and S (Statement(9(3). (b)(6), (b)tfted 27 February 2012; and statement (f(3), (b)(6), (b) (di&ted 26 

Pebruary 2012). 

"5 Exhibit U (Statement of | dated 04 March 2012). 

6 Exhibit U (Statement 4p». OYE). OV red 04 March 2012). 

?" Exhibit V (Statements of , 

*8 Exhibit V (Statements OftbY(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

?" Exhibit V (Statements of ; 
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stated that he told (by), (66), (b) 7e! " tha%)(3), (b)(6), (ozhad asked the IRF team to move contraband 
books from the library to a supply truck at 2100.7!” (p, (byte), (0)(7)cwas the assistant night shift 
NCOIC but was in charge that night because the actual NCOIC had a low battle rhythm day on 
the night of 20 February." (53, (by), (pc said that he did not tell (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)cthat the 
supply LMTV was going to the burn pit.” (b)(3), (b)(6), ()(7J¢kely went back to the library afterwards 
AS (b)(6), (b)(7)c Stated thąb)(3), (b)(6), (p(z&as in and out of the library towards the end of the third 
day.(6\(6), oajso indicated that he had previously warneq)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7Jo close the door to the 
library as he came in so that local nationals and ANA could not see the US Service Members 
touching the religious books and Qur'ans.?? 


(9) (U/FSES At approximately 190Qb)(3), (56), (bcz&alleqy(), (b)(6), (b)(71d3N Supply) to 
have the books transported on the LMTV that does the routine burn pit run from the DFIP.?? 
(B)(3), (b)(6), (b)(@EKEW)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)€ local nationals work at the burn pit.” "es, (b)(6), (b) neplied that 
they do(5)G). (b)(6), (b Jeter toldid), (b)(6), (b) 3o make sure that only the work detail unloaded the 
books and to not have any local nationals help because the request came from the S295. (bX6). (by(7)c 
(b)(3), (bY(6). (talo stated that he instructed(b)(3), (b)(). (>)(7)¢0 coordinate with “S4 to get a truck and take all 
of the books in the ‘get rid of pile ONLY, to the burn pit???” He stated in his initial statement 
that he did not brief his chain of command on his decision to take the books to the burn pit to get 
rid of them." He also admitted initially that he was aware there might be Qur'ans and other 
religious materials in the get-rid-of-pile.””” According to both (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c¢ ____, in the 
absence of further guidance, they followed the BN S2 standard operating procedure. ^? They 
stated that it is in their SOP to burn any contraband found in cells?! They both indicated that 
there were so many books to get rid of that they also did not fill out the standard log forms 
(required by the SOP) or keep them for one month like they normally do with contraband ^? 


*!8 A Petty Officer Second Class isan E5 in the Navy. 
*" Exhibit V (Statement of(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)cdated 05 March 2012). 
?? Exhibit F (Statement o(6)(3), (0)(6), (b)(7)}dated 04 March 2012). 
*! Exhibit V (Statement of()(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)adated 05 March 2012). 
?? Exhibit BB (Statement of dated 06 March 2012). 
23 Exhibit BB (Statement of): Gated 06 March 2012). 
?* Exhibit L (Statement (f(3), (b)(6), (b)(ated 02 March 2012). 
* Exhibit L (Statement(py(3), (b)(6), (b)(@Jeted 02 March 2012). 
?" Exhibit L (Statement (bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(Hated 02 March 2012). 
7" Exhibit S (Statement (bf(3), (b)(6), (b)\(ated 21 February 2012). 
™ Exhibit S (Statement(b3), (b)(6), (b(ated 21 February 2012). 
7" Exhibit S (Statement (of(3). (b)(6), (b)(@ated 21 February 2012, taken at 1029). 
?* Exhibit G (Statement(bK3), (b)(6), (bY(zlated 24 February 2012). 
**" Exhibit S (Statement @f(2), (b)(6), (b)(Dted 24 February 2012) and Exhibit G (statement(bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(Zjeted 21 
February 2012). 
?? Exhibit S (Statement (55(3), (b)(6), (b) (dj&ed 24 February 2012) and Exhibit G (statement (®)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7eted 21 
February 2012). 
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(10) (U/FS66) Between 1900 and 1930, the CI team and other personnel in the library 
finished the search and segregation of books in the library.” (by, (b)(6), (b)(7xeturned to the library 
at that time as well. The team members swept the floor and made sure the book stacks were 
neat.”*4 (b)(3), (b)(6), (b (ensured that the books identified for removal were on both sides of the 
doorway inside the library. As the CI team departed, (3), (by), (by )ee-engageqb)(), (b)(6), (b (2)ibout 
the books. The question 63), (b(6), (b (7posed was vague, “do you need help with this??? 
According to ^ (by) (bY(6), (b)(7)c replied that he did not.” (o) (b), (b7ydleparted with his 
team (bj(3), (b)(6), (b) ecked the library door and gave the key to a soldier from Battalion S2 who 
would unlock the library for the work detail and ensure the books on the floor were removed and 
loaded onto the supply LMTV later.?' 


(b)(2) 1.4(a), (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


(12) (U/FS66} At approximately 2125, the supply LMTV arrived and the personnel 
opened the gate near the library. At roughly the same time.(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)avalked to the IRF 
office, and he and the IRF team proceeded to the library. (b)(3), (bX6). (b)\(7)anlocked the door, and 
they all started loading the books into the LMTV:?"' (by), (by(6), (b)(7)c told (b)(3), ()(6), (b)(7)cthat only 
the books on the floor were to be loaded into the LMTV.?” The work detail began removing the 
books by hand at first, and then they began to use empty trash cans with wheels to make the 
movement easier.^? As the books were loaded into the truck, some ANA soldiers from the 
escort office (the escort office is close to the library) approached and began to crowd around and 
whisper to one another. Some ANA soldiers began to physically stand in the way and impede 
the work detail." At least one of the ANA personnel returned to the escort office to bring out a 
“Tajiman” or ANA linguist.“ The linguist told the US Service Members that some Qur’ans 


=: Exhibit Z (Statement (f(3), (b)(6), (b)(Wated 25 February 2012). 

7" Exhibit OO (Statement 6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 23 February 2012). 

5 Exhibit OO (Statement qX3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 23 February 2012). 

= Exhibit OO (Statement @)(3), (b)(6), (b)(Z)dated 23 February 2012). 

7" Exhibit G (Statement æf), (b)(6), (by (Hated 24 February 2012). 

?* Exhibit F (Statement 06)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 04 March 2012). 

?? Exhibit F (Statement oft(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢ated 04 March 2012). 

?" Exhibit U (Statement @6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)tated 04 March 2012). 

%1 Exhibit V (Statement of(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)edated 03 March 2012). 

"^ Exhibit F (Statement 0(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(z)éated 04 March 2012). 

%3 Exhibit F (Statement of4)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)tated 04 March 2012). 

? Exhibit F (Statement o(5(3). (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 04 March 2012). 

?'* Exhibit F (Statement o®)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 04 March 2012). 

?* Exhibit V (Statement of{b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)edated 03 March 2012). 
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were in the back of the LMTV.?" After the IRF team finished loading the remaining books and 
departed, (b)(3), (b)(6), ()(7)espoke to the Tajiman and apologized for handling any Qur'ans.?^* 
Approximately 15 to 20 ANA soldiers began to approach from another direction and seemed 
upset. ?^? (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)estated that he began to worry about the safety of the individuals in the 
LMT' and because he was told that the books were contraband, he told the LMTV to “go, go, 
go!" He stated that he did not know that the LMTV was going to the burn pit.°! An ANA 
officer from the nearby escort control office appeared on the scene and spoke to (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
through the ANA linguist and reaffirmed that the ANA said the LMTV had Qur'ans in itt), (by), (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (o)(@pologized again and told them that he was just told to load the books and that next 
time he would ensure a Tajiman helped move any books. He also told them they should go 
and talk to DFIP Operations about the matter.”™ 


(13) (U/e#©) At approximately 2130,b)(), (66), (arrived at DFIP Operations as the 
Night Shift Battle Captain to relieve), (6). (b)(7)ewho had been feeling ill; this relief was 
coordinated earlier in the evening." (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢ the ANA Officer, and the Tajiman reported 
to DFIP Operations, and (53), (bX6), (b)(7)erendered a report that an ANA officer wanted to speak 
with the battle captain.?* The ANA officer — through the linguist — explained that there were 
Qur’ans among the books loaded in a truck and that some of the books might be burned). (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (bX6), (apologized and told the ANA Officer that he would find out what was happening.” 
(b(3). (b(6). (b (óyent to the IRF team room and questioned the IRF Team members about what 
transpired” *(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dearned that the books were destined for the burn pit.(5(3). (b)(6), (b) 7)ànd 
(b)(3), (b)(6), ()(7)alecided to send two IRF team members to try to find the LMTV and stop the 
burning of the books." The ANA officer later stated that a US Service Member told him at 


247 


Exhibit V (Statement ofb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c dated 03 March 2012); Exhibit QQ (statement fb)(3), (b)(6), (b) (z)dated 
03 March 2012); and Exhibit F (statement 6) 3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢lated 04 March 2012). 
= Exhibit F (Statement «)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 21 February 2012). See also video footage from the DFIP, 20 
February, Exhibit FFF. 
?" Exhibit V (Statements of(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)cdated 03 March 2012); Exhibit QQ (statement ©{b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 
03 March 2012); and Exhibit F (statement 0(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 04 March 2012). 
7? Exhibit P (Statement(oK(3), (b)(6), (b) ted 04 March 2012). 
?*! Exhibit F (Statement o(by(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)eated 04 March 2012). 
* Exhibit F (Statement «6)(3), (b)(6), (b (7)elated 04 March 2012). 
** Exhibit F (Statement o(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 21 February 2012). 
24 Exhibit F (Statement o(b)(3), (6)(6), (b)(7)dated 04 March 2012). 
75 Exhibit GG (Statement q$j(3), (b)(6), (b)(7jbated 03 March 2012). 
?* Exhibit GG (Statement (Hj(3), (b)(6), (b)(7ytated 03 March 2012). 
?5' Exhibit GG (Statement (5)(3), (b)(6), (b) (zWated 03 March 2012). It is unclear why the ANA officer thought books 
might be burned and was probably a miscommunication as they were trying to figure out what was happening. 
?** Exhibit GG (Statement @6)(3), (b)(6), (b (7jated 03 March 2012). 
>” Exhibit F (Statement o(bY(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 04 March 2012). 
"? Exhibit GG (Statement oby3), (b)(6), (b) (Dated 03 March 2012). 
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some point that the books were going to be stored in a Conex."?' It is unclear exactly when or 
who made this statement. 


(14) (U//FGO) At approximately 2150, (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c departed in a 
high mobility multi-wheeled vehicle (HMMWV) to try to find and stop the LMTV.?9 Neither 
Soldier had made a burn pit run before. | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c departed the DFIP 
and mistakenly went to the new solid waste management facility currently under construction 
that is adjacent to and located on the south side of the DFIP.?9 When they realized their 
mistake, they headed towards the solid waste management facility on main BAF.. The image 
below shows the LMTV and HMMWV routes to the burn pit. 


**! Exhibit VV10 (Report of ANA MP Brigade G2 Office) and Exhibit GG (Statement (55(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)tated 21 
February 2012). (b)(3). (b)(6), (b)(7)also spoke to the Joint Delegation. See Exhibit VV12 (MFR dated 23 February 
2012, Subject: Interview with ANA Soldiers). 

^? Exhibit V (Statements o(5)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢ dated 03 March 2012) and Exhibit F (6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)éated 04 March 
2012). 

% Exhibit V (Statements ofb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)edated 03 March 2012), and Exhibit F()(3), (bY(5), (b)(7)dated 04 March 
2012). 
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—— 
Route from DFIP 
library to Burn Pit 
b(9), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
PMB RO 
-—————9 
eiie (b)(1)1.4(a), 1.4(g) 


to New Waste 
(b)(8), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
—> 
Route from New 


Waste 
Treatment Area 


to Burn Pit by 
(b)(3), (bX(6). (b)(7)c 


(15) (U/FS86) At 2200, the LMTV with the library books arrived at the main solid 
waste management facility. | (b)(3), (D(6). (b (7c signed the vehicle in at the front gate per the burn 
pit SOP?“ The LMTV proceeded directly to the air-flow incinerator.” The Soldiers backed 
the LMTV up to the ramp so they could throw the books directly into the incinerator rather than 
use the bucket loader there on standby." ^* A local national saw the Soldiers throwing the books 
into the incinerator and tried to assist." When he noticed that religious books were being 
thrown in the fire, he became upset and alerted other local nationals operating an adjacent fuel- 
fed incinerator. Approximately 15 angry local nationals confronted the Soldiers around the 
LMTV.* All three of the Soldiers were unarmed because they traveled directly from the DFIP 
library to the burn pit, and ! (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c had previously locked their weapons in 


** Exhibit WW1 (Burn pit SOP). 

%5 Exhibit WW2 (Sign in log). 

"* Exhibit AA (Statement of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c lated 21 February 2012). 

%7 Exhibit SS (Statement of l 

%8 Exhibit SS (Statement of (9). (D(2c. 

* Exhibit EE (Statement ofb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)éated 21 February 2012). 
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the supply warehouse, while(b)(3) (b(6). (b)(7)¢eft his weapon at the DFIP armory.^"? (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
ando)G), (b)(6), (b)(7)secured themselves in the LMTV.?" tq) (be), (&)(7Rpoke with the local 
nationals, apologized, and explained that he could not give them the books because of the 
sensitive information they contained. TT Y). (b)(6), (b) (7)made his way into the LMTV, and the 
Soldiers rapidly drove away." Local nationals threw traffic cones at them as they drove 
away."" The bucket loader operator went to a nearby water puddle and scooped up water and 
dumped it into the air flow incinerator to extinguish the flames. The Flour burn pit supervisor 
stated that this is a common technique or TTP used when the fire is in danger of getting out of 
control." The local nationals then opened the side doors to the incinerator with the assistance 
of the bucket loader to allow access to the incinerator, and the local nationals began retrieving 
books."^ The local nationals went to the solid waste management facility life support area 
(LSA) and offices near the front gate. Approximately 60 local nationals began to congregate and 
protest.” 


(16) (U//F646) Meanwhile, ittook (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c approximately 15 
minutes to travel from the first burn pit to the second.” They stopped on the main road and did 
not see a LMTV at the incinerators. It appeared to both of them that no one was on duty. They 
moved a little further up the road where they saw an entrance into the facility that had a chain 
across the gate." (Note: This entrance is always closed to force vehicles to go through the main 
entrance.) Seeing nothing at that time, P (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c urned the HMMWV 
around and headed back to the DFIP.?*? According to(b)(3), (bX6) (b) (7c a ILT at DFIP Operations 
then told them that the LMTV had gone to the supply warehouse instead and did not go to the 


?? Exhibit EE (Statement of(5)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 21 February 2012). The fact that the Soldiers did not have their 
weapons in their possession, however, may have actually turned out for the best in the long run based on the threat 
that they encountered from local nationals at the burn pit. If one of the Soldiers had felt threatened enough to fire a 
shot, the situation at the burn pit could have quickly escalated out of control and luckily did not. I did not add this 
weapons issue to the recommendations section because I believe it is likely an isolated incident. 

7" Exhibit EE (Statement-ofd)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 21 February 2012) and Exhibit M (statement 0(15(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
dated 21 February 2012), 

77 Exhibit AA (Statement @(3), (b)(6), (b)(@ted 21 February 2012). Also, note thà(3), (b)(6), (b)@jes not possess a 
security clearance, according to his statement, and he was sent to dispose of sensitive S2 contraband. 

77 Exhibit AA (Statement (6f(6), (b)(6), (b)(@Jated 21 February 2012). 

>” Exhibit SS (Statement of «b)(6), (b)(7)c dated 21 February 2012)and Exhibit EE (statement o(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢lated 
2] February 2012). 

7? Exhibit WW3 (Burn Pit MFR from site visit on 23 February 2012). N (b(6) (b)(7)c Flour contractor and 
burn pit supervisor, verbally described what happened on the night of 20 February and most of that information was 
captured in an MFR. 

276 Exhibit WW3 (Burn Pit MFR from site visit on 23 February 2012). 

77 Exhibit Y (Statement (f8), (b)(6),.(b)(@eted 23 February 2012). 

* Exhibit V (Statement of(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)edated 05 March 2012). 


?? Exhibit F (Statement of dated 04 March 2012). 
?* Exhibit F (Statement of. (0X6), (Gated 04 March 2012). 
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burn pit.” Based on my personal observation of the scene and given where they stated they 
turned around, it is highly likely that (b)(3), (b). (b)(7)cand | (p(3), (b)(6), (D(7)c would not have seen the 
crowd that was at the main entrance at that time. 


(17) (U//FO9X2O$ The LMTV arrived back at the DFIP. (X3), (bX6), (D (7)eported to DFIP 
Operations and told a Battle Captain what happened? (b)(3), (b)(6), (b) eindb)(3), (b)(6), (Palong 
with others from Battalion Supply began downloading the books into tri-wall containers so that 
the LMTV could be used for a supply run later that morning." "oy, (o6), (o)etated that he first 
heard about the incident when a Battle Captain came to his room at 2135 to mention “that there 
was an incident with some ANA Soldiers and a US Soldier about some books being thrown away 
and that the books were put back into a Conex by (b(3), (b)(6), (ce? 


(18) (U//FO*99 Later that evening, multiple MP patrols responded to a request for 
assistance at the burn pit to help handle a disturbance with local nationals. The MPs 
approached and engaged with the local nationals who told them that a LMTV went to the burn 
pit and burned 20-30 Qur'ans and then drove off.^* The crowd showed them physical evidence 
of burned books that they had recovered? The MP patrol quieted the crowd and dispatched 
someone to check the vehicle log. They determined the LMTV was from the DFIP and then 
dispatched a patrol to go to the DFIP and find the LMTV .?5* Subsequently, the MP Patrol found 
the LMTV that had transported the library books outside the DFIP warehouse??? One of the 
MPs spoke with (b(3) (6)(6), (o)(7)cand her supervisor. The MP Patrol secured the books at the 
warehouse in a Conex.” The Conex was locked and jointly secured by a US and an ANA 


guard. 


(19) (U/7FG39)()9) (bX6). (b)D)stated that sometime later that night, “the Battle Captain 
came back and said that the MPs were there to talk to some Soldiers about an incident of some 
Qur'ans being thrown away at the burn pit."??' The 42"! MP BDE chain of command found out 


*8! Exhibit F (Statement 0(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 23 February 2012). This statement is not confirmed by anyone at 
DFIP Operations. 
** Exhibit M (Statement @6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7ytated 21 February 2012). 
= Exhibit EE (Statements o)(3), (b)(6), (b)(Aalated 21 February 2012 and 23 February 2012). 
284 Exhibit C (Statement (G)(3), (b)(6), (b (7)&ited 25 February 2012). 
?* Exhibit Y (Statement (f8), (b)(6),.(b)(@eied 23 February 2012). 
7" Exhibit H (Statement (j6), (b)(6), (b)(@ted 21 February 2012). 
?' Exhibit H (Statement(pf(5), (by(6), (bY(Xj&ted 21 February 2012). 
7" Exhibit H (Statement @§@), (b)(6), (b)(@ated 21 February 2012). 
* Exhibit H (Statement (bf(S), (b)(6), (b\(@eted 21 February 2012). 
?" Exhibit H (Statement (83). (b(6). (b(«ged 21 February 2012). 
?" Exhibit C (Statement @6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7ilated 25 February 2012). 
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about the incident shortly after that." BG Petrarca indicated that he first found out about the 
Qur'ans being burned on Tuesday morning.^?* 


(20) (U/FSH6) MPs continued to try to quiet the crowd at the solid waste management 
LSA") ISAF Regional Command-East (RC-E) Deputy Commanding General for Support 
(DCG-S), BG Richardson, arrived at the warehouse to inventory the books.” At 0100 MPs 
conducted an inventory of 53 Qur'ans and 162 other religious books recovered from the 
incinerator and transported to the BAF PMO."^ At 0300 on 21 February, the MPs finally left the 
burn pit; other patrols reinforced other areas as a crowd continued to gather for a demonstration 


outside BAF ECP 1,72” 


(21) (U//F8999 At 1300 on 21 February, RC-E conducted a thorough inspection of the 
solid waste management facility with a focus on the LSA/office space to determine whether there 
were any other religious books that local nationals might have hidden from the incident the ni ght 
before." The inspection resulted in finding 22 additional Qur'ans and other religious books that 
had been hidden in microwaves, under rugs, and in closets throughout the burn pit LSA?” 


b. A determination of any fault, negligence, or responsibility on the part of anyone related to 
the circumstances under investigation: 


(1) (U/6¢6+ Based on all of the evidence, I find there was no intent to disrespect the 
Qur'an or defame Islam. Lack of cross-talk between leaders and commands, a lack of senior 
leader involvement and clear guidance, cultural insensitivity and distrust among partners. 
ignorance with respect to the handling of the Qur'an and other religious material, poor adherence 
to established procedures, and absolute reliance on the advice of linguists to make tactical 
decisions all contributed at different “forks in the road.” At no time was the path chosen 
motivated by hatred or intolerance of a particular faith, however. 


(b)(1)1.4(c), (b)(5) 


?** Exhibit C (Statement ()(3), (b)(6), (b)(7jtated 25 February 2012). 

* Exhibit FF (Statement q6)(3), (b)(6), (b) 7jated 25 February 2012). 

? Exhibit Y (Statement(ef(8). (b)(6), (bYzjated 23 February 2012). 

?* Exhibit Y (Statement(bf($), (b)(6), (b(zjated 23 February 2012). 

°° Exhibit XX9. 

?" Exhibit Y (Statement (bj(8), (b)(6), (b)(@ated 23 February 2012). 

7* Exhibit Y (Statement (59), (b)(6), (bdyded 23 February 2012) and Exhibit UU. 
= Exhibit UU (Statements of Flour employees). 


(b)(3), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 


(b)(1)1.4(a), (bY(3), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 
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(b)(1)1.4(c), (b)(5) 


(b)(1)1.4(c), (b)(3), (6)(5), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


(b)(3), (bY(6) 


E a aa c co — — — MÀ ENIRO RENE 
(b)(1)1.4(a) 


* Exhibit OQRB)(3), (b((6), (D(Z;)&atement. dated 23 February 2012). See also his officer record brief (ORB) (Exhibit 
OO). 
7" See Exhibit BBB (TIG CI SOP, paragraph 8-14.1.C). See also Exhibit OCU), (b)(6), (6)(Betement, dated 25 
February 2012) in whictp)(3), (b)(6), (b)(@enfirmed that the operation was never developed into a CONOP or formally 
briefed to a commander. 
7 Exhibit OQW)(3), (b)(6), (b) 2RB). 
* Exhibit GGG, AR 381-20, para. 5-2. 
?* Exhibit OO @)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7atements). 
**” Exhibit N (Statement 06)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7}dated 4 March 2012); Exhibit MM (statement «5)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7}éated 2 
March 2012); and Exhibit S (statement (bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(Zated 26 February 2012). See also Exhibit XX3.. 
* Exhibit S (Statement(bJ(3). (b)(6), (bated 26 February 2012). 
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Individual Present in the Library 18-20 Februa 
18-Feb 19-Feb 


al 
2 
m 
© 
Si 


(bX(3), (b)(6), (b) 


( 


Library Status 
Not 
Present 


(4) (U/FSES) The (b) (bX6), (bX7)c is direetly responsible for allowing the purpose of the 
search to shift from intelligence collection to segregation of books based on judgments about the 
books’ textual content and physical condition." Based almost solely on one linguist’s 
interpretation of the content of a religious book as “radical or extremist” in orientation — often by 
only looking at the table of contents, publisher/author data — he segregated the books for 
potential removal from the library! ^ (s (p, (yc belief that the library contained 60- 
75 percent radical material after the first day's search — based on a single linguist’s advice taken 
at face value — became the foundation for wide-spread group think.*"' It infected the CI team. 
the (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c and their subsequent decisions regarding what to 
do with approximately 2,000 books, including religious books and Qur’ans, which were 
segregated for removal on the afternoon of the third day. While the (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)@WN responsibility for the failed technical execution of the search, I also find that certain 
NCOs/Special Agents who participated in the search should have had concerns with the conduct 
of the search and raised those concerns accordingly given their rank and experience." There is 


?? Exhibits N, O, and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c l. 
?? Exhibit RR (Interview of (b)(6), (D(7)c +) and Exhibit BB (statement ofb)(6), (b)(7)c dated 6 March 2012). 
`H Exhibt OO (Statements q)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7}¢ated 21 February, 23 February, and 25 February 2012). 
?? Exhibits N, O, Z, HH, and MM (Statements of ! (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(ee also their enlisted record briefs (ERBs) in the respective exhibits. 
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no evidence to suggest that any of them voiced any objections; and therefore, they are 
responsible to a lesser degree. 


(5) (U/FSES) I find that the over reliance on primarily one linguist's judgment of book 
content as inappropriate was a decisive point in the sequence of events that unfolded. The 
judgment was the characterization of the library contents as largely “radical.” (b)(6), (b z)end 

(b)(6), (b) '»tatements, taken together, along with statements from others in the library, all indicate 
that it was(p)(6), (b)(7)who primarily characterized the books.?'^ It is that characterization that 
primarily led to the segregation and removal of large numbers of books from the library. This 
characterization also seemed to result in less care taken with the books themselves, whether they 
were characterized as religious or not, during the search." Combined with the intelligence 
sensitivity of the detainee's handwritten inscriptions in the books, it is the characterization of the 
texts as radical that appears — in part — to suggest that disposal in the incinerator was the most 
effective means of disposal to prevent their future use. The other big factor in the decision to 
burn the books appears to be the number of books that were to be removed €fb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
indicated that they had no place to store all of the items.?'^ 


(6) (U/84> (b(6), ()(7)ewho primarily advised the CI Team and S2 Section that 60-75 
percent of the library’s contents were radical or extremist, was also culpable to some degree for 
the incident?" Asa Category II linguist, one of his duties, besides interpretation, was to also act 
as a cultural advisor to the US Service Members? '? | find that he did not fully perform his duties 
to warn the US Service Members about the appropriate handling of the books and to ensure that 
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Exhibit OO (Statements «5)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
ue Whil)(3), (b)(6), (b) (73cfirst three statements indicated that(b)(6), (b)(7)éirst approached him about the large number 
of extremist books in the library, I believe he meant to say that person was actually(5)(6), (b)(7)8ee Exhibit OO 
(statements ¢6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(?)¢ated 21 February, 23 February, and 25 February 2012). I believe this is the case 
becausp)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)e a later statement said thafb)(6), (b) (7y&aracterized approximately 75 percent of the books, and 
also because(b)(6), (b)(7)0Nas not even in the library on the morning of the first day of the search. See statement of 

(bX3). (b)(6), (b) (Ddated 4 March 2012; see also Exhibit XX3 (library search graphic) and Exhibit BB (statemen(psy(6), (b)(7)c 

(b)(6), (b)(@ated 6 March 2012). See also Exhibits N and O ( (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c ' statements) . 
*(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7ytated that the search “started to pick up the pace" beginning at 1300 on the last day. See Exhibit 
OO (statement q6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 25 February 2012). 
*!° Exhibit G (Statement (bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(@ated 24 February 2012). 
?" Exhibits N, O, and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (bXTaterments also corroborated tha(b)(6), (6)(7)eas primarily identifying books as extremist. 
“S Exhibit RR (Interview of (b)(6), (b)(7)c_, dated 25 February 2012). In that interviewb)(6), (b)(7)eecalled an 
instance in the library where a US Service Member accidentally dropped a Qur'an, and he admonished him to 
handle the books with respect and attention. (b)(6), (b)(7)chowever, indicated that it was actually him that admonished 
the US Service Member (Exhibit BB, Interview on 6 March). Exhibit 4)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7¥éatement (25 February 2012) 
and Exhibit (93), (b)(6), (b)(3tàtement (4 March 2012) corroborated that it was actua(b)(6), (by6)t6), (b)(6), (b)(7)did state 
thatb)(6), (b)(7porrected her on how to hold a book, however (she was holding it upside down). Exhibit HH. 
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the final disposition of the books was appropriate.*'” I also find that his explanation of the 
characterization of some of the Qur'ans as being extremist led the CI Team Chief, in particular, 
to believe that certain interpretations of the Qur'an were not actually Qur'ans.? This directly 
led to Qur'ans being characterized as contraband and, subsequently, not handled appropriately. 
The CI Team Chief explained that (56, oc explanation was that “Muslims do not consider the 
radical Islamic books *Korans' since they were rewritten." ??' (pX6), (bX7jcwent on to explain that the 
books he was describing as extremist were essentially similar to a “Nazi” rewrite of the Bible 
and because they were such extreme rewrites that other Muslims would not even consider them 
to be Qur’ans.* Based on input from the Afghan general officers who were part of the Joint 
Delegation, these rewrites were not so extreme, and, regardless, they all considered these books 
to be Qur'ans. 


(7) (U/FSE6) I find that senior leaders within the 535th. MP BN (^ — (s), (66), (7e 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b) 7c ) were derelict in their duties to provide the necessary leadership and oversight 
during planning, preparation and execution of the CI search of the library.” The evidence 
suggests that key leaders with the Battalion Command Group had some awareness of the plans to 
execute a search but remained indifferent." The Battalion S2 briefed the Battalion Commander 
on the recommendation to conduct a search in the library, and the Battalion Commander appears 
to have given his approval. However, he did not provide adequate intent or guidance or set 
controls (e.g. CONOP development, search criteria, commander's critical information 
requirements (CCIRs), back brief requirements) that would have ensured that the operation 
would be synchronized with other operations and remained consistent with his intent. In short, 
the Battalion Commander did not feel that it was his responsibility to synchronize activities 
conducted by the Battalion S2 and that activities in the library were not within his battle space. 
He stated that he is only the guard force commander and does not own or control the library. ?* 
The Battalion S2 is one of his primary staff officers. however, and that primary staff officer 


?? Contrast(b)(6), (b)(7)behavior with that()(6), (b)(Wbo properly advised several US Service Members about the 
appropriate way to handle the books and warnqd)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)eot to burn the books. {(b)(3), (bY(6), (D) (7)2. February 
statement, he also stated that because the search team members could not identify which books were religious or 
Qur'ans without the linguists telling them, they took care of all the books that were searched. Exhibit Z. 
` Exhibits OO (Statements 06)(3), (b)(6), (b(7)c 
** Exhibit OO (Statement q6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7ytated 23 February 2012). 
** Exhibit OO (Statement q4)(3), (b)(6), (b)(Z)dated 23 February 2012). 
* Exhibits C and K (Statements of — (b3,(D(8,(D(2)c — ). 
™ Exhibit S (Statement of (b)(3), (b)(6), dated 24 February 20109j(3), (b)(6), (b sated, “Most of my guidance comes 
directly from the Battalion Commander, 535^." See also Exhibits C and K (statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6))(b)(7)c e» 

Exhibit S (Statement(pf(3), (b)(6), (bated 26 February 2012(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)&lyi» stated “The initial search request 
came from a person within the command at CI, and I took the request to the battalion commander." 
°% Exhbits C, FF, and OO (Statements Q6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7§¢atements of BG Petrarca; and statement (6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
dated 25 February 2012). 


?" Exhibit C (Statement of dated 24 February 2012). 
?* Exhibit C (Statement PO: (09). (DU IE red 24 February 2012): see also Exhibit CCC. 
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planned the search of the library with TIG CI. The fact that the Battalion Commander actually 
visited the library while the search was ongoing, but did not ask questions concerning what was 
going on in the library at the time or ask for a specific update on the progress in the library is a 
strong indicator that he had awareness of the search, but never took ownership of it.?? I find that 
a reasonable person with his grade and position would have asked questions concerning what 
was going on within the DFIP library. The fact that he did not ask questions implies poor 
oversight of Battalion operations. 


(8) (U//F8'26€) Likewise, the Battalion S3 knew of the plan to search the library and was 
even aware of the evolution of that plan over time." He too had responsibilities as the head of 
Battalion operations — and a senior leader — in synchronizing an operation approved by the 
commander and left to a junior officer to execute without sufficient guidance. Where a 
commander's guidance is insufficient, the responsibility lies with the $3:to either seek additional 
guidance or take ownership of the operation to ensure it meets the broader commander's intent. 
The evidence also suggests that during the search, both the Battalion Commander and Battalion 
83 received updates from either the Battalion S2 or CI Team Chief on the status of the search, its 
findings, and the perceived growing problem of *radical/extremist" material found in the library 
contents"? The Battalion Commander's guidance was simply “get rid of it. ^? Again, absent 
the necessary guidance and controls, the perceived *commander's intent was followed. The 
Battalion S2 and S2 NCOIC decided that the way to effectuate the commander's intent and “get 
rid of” the extremist material was to burn it during the nightly supply burn pit run.?^ The 
Battalion S3 received updates during the search, including the subsequent plan to remove a large 
number of books from the library that were deemed “contraband or inappropriate for 
detainees." ^ By his own admission, the Battalion S3 even knew that the Battalion S2's plan 
was to burn the contraband.*** The Battalion S3 stated that he did not ask for a plan to search the 
library because he assumed that this was a brigade operation." The Battalion S2 also 
coordinated for the use of the A Team (IRF) as a work detail to remove the books from the 
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Exhibit C (Statements @6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

0 Exhibit K (Statementby&), (b)(6), (bXdyded 26 February 2012). 

(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(Heid that he expected the S2 and S3 to keep him informed about everything. Exhibit C (Statement of 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(z)&ited 26 February 2012). 

7" Exhibit K (Statement((a), (b)(6).. (b) feed 26 February 2012); Exhibit S (CID statement (bj(3), (bY(6), (b)(@ated 21 

February); Exhibit S (statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), dated 24 February and 26 February 2012); Exhibit C (statement of 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(/)&ated 26 February): Exhibit OO (statements @6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 23 February 2012 (for CID) and 25 

February). 

7? Exhibits S and OO (Statements of | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

** Exhibits G and S (Statements of ! — (bi3,(b(6,(D(2c — |. 

7* Exhibit K (Statement(s)f3), (b)(6), (b) lated 26 February 2012). 

7" Exhibit K (Statement(ayfa), (b)(6), (bated 26 February 201839), (b)(6), (bXtiated that he thought the items of 

extremist literature were “pamphlets, notes from detainees, magazines, things of that nature. . . . I had no idea that 

there were Qur’ans in the library.” 

?" Exhibit K (Statement(oj(3), (b)(6), (bXinjted 26 February 2012). 
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library and load them on a truck." The IRF is controlled by the Battalion S3.?? Finally, that 
none of these plans, activities, search results, or changes in scope of mission were formally 
briefed as part of operations battle rhythm events such as battle update briefs (BUBs) or shift 
changes demonstrates a lax command and control apparatus that has grown complacent within 
the DFIP Guard Force and operations." ^? 


(9) (U/F8*99) I find that the (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c bear 
considerable responsibility as staff principals and were derelict in their duties to ensure the 
Battalion Command Group had the requisite visibility of operations directly affecting the 
battalion’s mission. As primary staff, they must “force the issue” of command visibility on 
matters within their area of responsibility even if they perceive indifference from key leadership. 
They must actively seek guidance where there is none. This is especially true when operations 
involve external units and capabilities that are brought into the battalion “battle space. (bjl3qb)(6), (b) 7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), Wtimately bears the majority of this responsibility as an officer, despite his inexperience. 
p ov (b)(3), (b)(6), (bY(7)c ?"! should have been a more active coach to 
ensure mission success. Consequently, we end up with an extremely volatile mixture: a hard 
charging and inexperienced junior officer taking on an important and sensitive mission, urged 
into action by an experienced (ps, (pg, (pne fror an outside unit, with little to no coaching 
by a senior NCO who is supposed to be the junior officer s "right hand man," and very little 
supervision by an indifferent chain of command. 


(10) (U/4-93299 I find the), (56), (owas derelict in seeking additional specific 
guidance from his battalion leadership when confronted with a profound change in the situation. 
As the primary representative of the 535" MP BN in this search operation, it was his 
responsibility to exercise a tactical pause in the search and to seek further guidance from his 
Battalion Commander or S3 once he realized the magnitude of book segregation. While there is 
evidence to suggest that he rendered a report to the Battalion S3 that the search was complete, 
testimonies do not indicate that he made it clearly known that an extremely large volume of 
books had been identified for removal and that the plan was to transport them to the burn pit.” 2 
It also appears that he did not coordinate with the Brigade G2, as he was instructed to do? 


(11) (UPSETS) H3), ()(9). 7€ Battalion S2 section) also accompanied (b)(3), (bY(6), (0)(7)c 
an(b)(3), (6)(6), (6)(7)@) the burn pit to help dispose of the books. (b)(3), (6)(6), (b eworkedfit8). (bY6). (by) 


?* Exhibit S (CID statement of (b)(3), (b)(6). dated 21 Feb). 
(b)(1)1.4(a) 
Exhibits C, K, and FF (Statements )(3), (b)(6), (b)(7J@G Petrarca, atby(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
%41 Exhibit G (Statement(bf(3), (b)(6), (o)(Wated 24 February 2012). 
"* Exhibits K and S (Statements of —_(b)(3), (b)(6), (D(Dc  ... 
* Exhibit J (Statement o(b)(3), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 
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(53). 66), (mche stated thab)c), (e). &y7yold him to burn the books." He also stated thaty(3), (6)(6), (bXc 


(b)(3), 


told him that there may be Qur'ans in the books being taken to the burn pit.” Although there is 
no evidence to suggest that he would know how to distinguish a Qur'an from other religious 
books or even other non-religious books, he knew that he might be taking Qur'ans to the burn 
pit. 6 Although he was a very junior member of the Battalion S2 section, he also knew that it is 
inappropriate to burn Qur’ans,**” He should have recognized and elevated the concern beyond 
his immediate chain of command that Qur'ans and other religious books might be among the 
books in the piles and should not be burned. Not only is the handling of Qur'ans covered in the 
DFIP SOP,*** but most US Service Members who were part of the search and removal of the 
books from the library indicated general knowledge of the appropriate handling of Qur'ans.??? 
The fact that(b)(3), (6)(6), (b)(7)ds such a junior Soldier and was only doing what he was told, in my 
opinion, removes him from any potential responsibility for the incident, but he could have saved 
the day by taking action with the knowledge that he had, and he did not. 


(12) (U//F6¥8) Most of the members of the IRF team had no reason to believe that the 
books they were detailed to move from the library to the LMTV were Qur'ans until an ANA 
linguist approached the truck." At that point, the IRF Team did not know what to believe, and I 
find no culpability in the junior members who were merely helping load the books in the truck. 
Some of them had been told that the books were contraband that needed to go to the burn pit.^?! 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)stated that he only 
knew that the IRF was tasked to help move some books from the library into a truck to help 
supply? (by(3), ()(6), (Ye. passed on(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢equest for help, and (b)(3), (6)(6), (6)(7)edid not 
hear the request directly. "^. 6G), (5) (o)esaid that it never occurred to him that Qur’ans might 
be in the books because US Service Members at the DFIP were not even supposed to touch 
them.*** He also said that he would not recognize a Qur'an. The first time that he became aware 
that there might be Qur'ans in the piles of books was when the detail was almost finished loading 


* Exhibit M (Statement qf)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7jtated 21 February and taken at 0830). 
** Exhibit M (Statement @\(3), (b)(6), (b)(z)dated 21 February and taken at 0830). 
*^ Exhibit M (Statement @6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 21 February and taken at 0830). 
* Exhibit M (Statement qfj(), (b)(6), (b)(7tated 21 February and taken at 0830). 
%8 Exhibit AAA (DFIP SOP, Chapter 6). 
`% Exhibit M (Statement q$)(3), (b)(6), (b)(@)dated 21 February and taken at 0830) and Exhibit G (statemqpj(9y, (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(6), (B)t9à 24 February 2012). 
` Exhibits F, P, V, and QQ (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (bY(7)c ). 
1 Exhibit V (Statement ofb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢dated 3 March 2012); he stated thøj(3), (b)(6), (b)@poroached him around 
1830 on 20 February and said there was some contraband that needed to be taken out of the facility, put in the back 
of a truck, and the truck was going to the burn pit. That message in its entirety was not communicated to all of the 
IRF Team members. ; 
552 A PO2 isa Petty Officer Second Class and is an E5. 
` Exhibit F (Statement 46)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)e 
** Exhibits F and V (Statements d)(3). (b)(6), (b)(7)¢nd statement of(by(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)edated 5 March 2012). 
?5* Exhibit F (Statements «)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
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the books in the truck.?5 He stated (and it was corroborated by other IRF team members) that he 
started to fear for the safety of the personnel in the supply truck when a larger group of ANA 
began to walk towards the truck, and he told the truck to "go, go, go,” to avoid further 
confrontation.” He stated that he did not know that the truck was destined for the burn pit.^^* 
However, I find that(b() (b)(6), ((7edid not respond appropriately when confronted by the ANA. 
He supervised the loading of approximately 2.000 books from the DFIP library into an LMTV. 
The ANA appeared to be upset with the contents of the books that were being loaded. A linguist 
with the ANA tried to tell him that religious books were among the books being loaded in the 
truck. ??? (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢ response was that the ANA would have to address the issue with DFIP 
Operations and that he was only doing his job. ^ Instead of checking with DFIP Operations, 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (by(7)ctold the truck to depart.' 1 (b)@), (bX6), (0)(7)c ‘actions on contact’ were not well 
thought through. His actions illustrate the undercurrent of distrust between the ANA and US 
Guard Force that was also mentioned in another statement from a member of the IRF team2” If 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)chad used some tactical patience to sort through the situation as tI()(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (D(?c he might have averted the disaster at this moment, but he did not.^*? 


(13) (U/66> Finally, with respect to the US Service Members who physically moved 
the books, I find that of the three Soldiers in the LMTV who actually threw books into the burn 
pit, (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c did not have reason to know that they were burning Qur'ans 
or religious books.” They could not read the language, and there is no other evidence to 
suggest that they knew the books were Qur'ans or religious materials.(bj(3), (b)(6), (b)(7X8)9), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)@yated that he merely told (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c to go to the DFIP library to 
load books into their LMTV and to take the books to the burn pit." They were told not to have 
local nationals at the burn pit help them-unload the books because the request came from the 
S2."^ I do, however, find it disturbing that these Soldiers did not stop by the warehouse after 


75^ Exhibits F and V (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
777 Exhibits F and P (Statements of | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 


555 Exhibit F (Statement «b)(3). (b)(6), (b)(7)ccorroborated by Exhibit V (the statement of (p)(3), (by(6), (b)(7)élated 5 
March 2012). 
™ Exhibit F (Statements 0(6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)cEXxhibit P (statements), (bY6), (bz fexhibit V (statemqpy(3)f(b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (6)(6), (b)7)md Exhibit QO (statement o(by(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
*® Exhibit F (Statement ofb(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 4 March 2012). 
l Exhibits F and GG (Statements of (D(3,(b(6,(Dc . )). 
%2 Exhibit QQ (Statement o®)(3), (b)(6), (b (7)dlated 3 March 2012). 
* Exhibit GG (Setb)(3), (b)(6), (b(7)à March 2012 statement); he stated that “While I was speaking to the IRF 
members, I was under the impression that they had let us down. They seemed a bit glib about it and told me they 
were just following orders. I informed them they should have come directly to the operations center for further 
uidance." 
s Exhibits AA and EE (Statements of (b)(3), (bY(6), (b)(7)c ). 
36: sre 
Exhibit L (Statements of 
"^ Exhibit L (Statements CK? OO, Oe 
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they left the DFIP library to retrieve their weapons." (53) (by(6). (b)(7)teft his weapon at the DFIP 
armory as well.?5* 


(14) (U/F&29) I find that three primary individuals ( (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (@yrive at a nexus in the knowledge that: 1) the library contained Qur’ans and other 
religious books, 2) many of those type books were among those segregated for removal on the 
floor, and 3) the books on the floor were bound for the burn pit. While they each arrived at this 
common viewpoint differently, none of them did anything to change the poorly devised removal 
plan, despite some warnings of the consequences by a second linguist (  (bX6), (b)(7)c OB), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (ókmew that there were religious books among those on the floor because of his 

involvement with the search and discussions with the linguists as books were segregated.?^" 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c planned to dispose of all books — considered contraband — using the 
burn pit run at 2100.°”' In the final hours of the search operation, one of the linguists, (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
overheard a conversation about taking the books to the burn pit. ©, bX(voiced his concerns to 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c relayed this warning t$), (b)(6), (b At this point 
(approximately 1830 on 20 February) both (b)(3). (b)(6), (b)(7)c . have common 
knowledge of the major elements of the problem: 1) we have a lot of books to remove from the 
library, 2) many are religious books and some are Qur'ans, 3) the current plan is to burn the 
books, and 4) burning the books in the view of local nationals will likely cause an incident. 
From their statements, it appears that the focus is on the reaction of locals vice proper disposal or 
storage of the books.” In any event4gy), (b)(6), (o(oeoceeded with his plan to burn the books, 
perhaps with extra caution to keep the local nationals from seeing the act. (b)(3), (b)(6), (bX()owas 
satisfied that he raised the issue and felt as though he was absolved from responsibility. None of 
the three individuals stepped up to solve the real problem; all took the easy way out. I find that 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c did not conduct themselves in a way that reflects their 
rank, experience and inherent responsibility. Their negligence had a primary causal relationship 
to the events that followed. 


(15) (U/FS869) On the periphery, I also find that multiple other low-ranking individuals 
were likely in a position to have made the necessary connection that religious books were among 


%7 Exhibit EE (Statement ofb)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)¢lated 21 February 2012). 

* Exhibit EE (Statement o(b)(3), (bY(6), (b(7)elated 21 February 2012). The fact that they did not have their weapons 
in their possession, however, may have actually turned out for the best in the long run based on the threat that they 
encountered from local nationals at the burn pit. If one of the Soldiers had felt threatened enough to fire a shot, the 
situation at the burn pit could have quickly escalated out of control and luckily did not. 

* Exhibit OO (Statements q)(3), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 
*” Exhibit OO (Statements «6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
7" Exhibit S (Statements (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

s Exhibit BB (Statement of(b)(6), (b)(7)c 

~~ Exhibits Z, BB, and OO (Statements of 

37 Exhibits Z, BB, and OO (Statements of (b), (0), (0)(7)c 
7 Exhibits BB and OO (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (bY(7)c 
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those to be disposed of at the burn pit, and they should have taken appropriate action. They did 
not. Members of the CI team involved in the search knew that there were likely religious books 
among the piles on the floor and may have even overheard the plan to send them to the burn pit, 
although they consistently stated that they believed the books were going into storage. ^"^ 
Members of the IRF team seemed to have had some knowledge that the library books were 
destined for the burn pit and, having heard the ANA warnings, could have stepped forward as 
well?" My central finding is that we have not yet achieved a level of cultural awareness within 
our ranks that puts respectful treatment of the Qur'an and other religious material to the forefront 
in our conduct. Like positive identification drills (PID) and escalation of force procedures, we 
must get to a level of situational awareness that once we believe that a book is a Qur'an or other 
religious material, we must fundamentally treat it differently, balanced with military necessity. 


(16) (U//&+ Equally important is my finding that there were significant individual 
actions taken to prevent any further burning of religious material once it was known that they 
were Qur'ans or other religious books. The Battle Captains in the DFIP immediately dispatched 
a team to stop the supply truck once they understood the situation.?”® The Soldiers who 
transported the books to the incinerator and began putting them in the fire stopped immediately 
when a local national told them they were Qur’ans.*””’ Leaders immediately secured the 
remainder of the books rather than finding an alternate means of disposal.**° Throughout our 
formations, there are those personnel who understand the importance of the Qur'an to the faith of 
Islam and the Afghan people and the need to treat it with respect. 


(17) (U//EGUO) I find the following individuals at fault and responsible in varying 
degrees for the incident: 


(b)(3), (bY(S), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 


?* Exhibits O, Z, HH, II, and OO (Statements of | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
Skeem), 
77 Exhibits P, V, and QQ (Statements of ! (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c E. 
* Exhibit GG (Statements abX3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
7? Exhibits M, Z, and EE (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
*® Exhibit Y (Statements (5j(3), (6)(6), (b)(7)c 
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(b)(3), (b)(6) 


(b)(3), (b)(5), (bY(6), (b)(7)c 


381 Exhibits F and GG (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (by(7)c ^ X 
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morcm (b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


(b)(3), (b)(5), (6)(6), (b)(7)c 


c. (U7FO€6) Why, how, and from where were these materials gathered? See the previous 


discussion in paragraph 5a. Because the TIG CI Team and the 535" MP Battalion S2 suspected 
that the DFIP Librarian was using library books as a means to pass messages and notes to 
detainees, they planned a search of the DFIP library.?^*? The search took three days. During that 
time, linguists, and primarily one linguist, also identified extremist materials that they believed 
should not be in the DFIP library? 9 Books that were worn, written in, and characterized as 
extremist were segregated for removal. A detail consisting of supply. IRF, and S2 personnel 
transported the books from the library into a supply LMTV destined for a nightly burn pit run on 
the night of 20 February 2012.°*4 


d. (U/FS89) What materials were taken to the burn pit? What materials were damaged. 
and what was the extent of their damage? "What was done with the materials when they were 


recovered from the burn pit? 


(1) (U/FS65) Approximately 2,000 DFIP library books characterized as worn, written- 
in, and extremist were taken to the burn pit." Based on statements from the three individuals in 
the LMTV that transported the books to the burn pit, less than 100 books were burned before the 
Soldiers were confronted by local nationals who realized the books were Qur’ans.**° 


(2) (U/£FO€99 Sometime after 2230 on 20 February, military police (MPs) were called to 
the disturbance at the burn pit." An MP patrol found the LMTV that transported the library 
books at a warehouse where the three Soldiers were downloading the remaining books.*** The 


*® Exhibit OO (Statement «5(3), (b)(6), (b) (z)ited 23 February 2012). 
* Exhibit S and OO (Statements of — (b)(3), (b)(6), (D(2c — 1. 


4 Exhibits E, F, M, P, V. X, AA, EE, and QQ (Statements of | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c. h 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c ). 
?? Exhibits G, L, M, S, AA, and EE (Statements of 1 (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

(b)(3), (b)(6), (D(7)c  ). 
** Exhibits M, AA, and EE (Statements of PF ~~ ` (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c all dated 21 February 
2012). 
*” Exhibit Y (Statement (ef(3), (b)(6), (b)(Wated 6 March 2012). 
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MPs secured the books at the warehouse. At approximately 0430, the books and their tri-wall 
containers were re-secured in a Conex to protect them from the weather, the Conex was locked, 
and it was secured jointly by a US and ANA guard"? A later joint inventory of the remaining 
books on 26 February 2012 yielded a total of 1,652 books, including 328 Qur’ans.*” Pictures of 
the books were taken on 6 March 2012 for further evidentiary use.?"' Of the 1652 books 
remaining after their removal from the library, the Qur’ans and Tafseer Sharifs??? should be 
handed over to GIRoA officials immediately, as agreed upon in the Joint Delegation Report. 
When the remaining books that were recovered from the library are no longer needed for 
evidentiary value, they should be handed over to GIRoA officials as well. 


(3) (U/FS¥86) At approximately noon on 21 February, MPs conducted an inventory of 
books that were recovered from the incinerator. There were 53 Qur'ans and 162 other religious 
books that were then transported to the BAF PMO and eventually réleased to Afghan Uniform 
Police Chief, Khalil-ur-Raham, later that day.” According tqpj(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)BMO on the scene, all 
of the books were damaged by fire, but about one-third of the books were only slightly 
damaged ^^ Additionally, 80 Qur'ans that were in very good shape were selected from the 
books in the secured container and given to a local Mullah as a show of good will.” 


(4) (UFS) In the early afternoon of 22 February an unknown local national reported 
finding another Qur'an at the burn pit. The Qur'an was secured at the BAF PMO2”° 
Afterwards, MPs in coordination with Flour conducted a thorough inspection of the solid 
waste management facility life support area (LSA). The inspection resulted in finding 22 
additional Qur'ans and other religious books that had been hidden in microwaves, under rugs, 
and in closets throughout the burn pit LSA.” 


(5) (U/44) On 24 February, the PMO released custody of the additional 22 books 
discovered during the health and welfare inspection to the Joint Delegation.?* The Afghan 
generals of the Joint Delegation looked through the books. After inspection, these books were 


——— Hal = 
**' Exhibit H (Statement(bj(3), (b)(6), (b(zJated 21 February 2012). 
**" Exhibit Y (Statement @f(8), (b)(6), (b«zlated 6 March 2012). 
?9 Exhibit XX2 (Joint Book Inventory Results). 
??! Exhibit FFF (30 CDs with pictures of the books are part of the evidence file). 
ate According to the Afghan general officers that were part of the Joint Delegation, as well as interpreters, the 
Tafseer Sharif is an interpretation of the Qur’an. 
? Exhibit Y (Statement (6§(8), (b)(6), (b)(@ated 6 March 2012). 
™ Exhibit Y (Statement (f(3), (b)(6), (b) (Bed 6 March 2012). 
"5 Exhibit XX9 (DA Form 4137). 
© Exhibit Y (Statement (of(@), (b)(6), (b)(@eted 6 March 2012). 
?" Exhibit UU and Exhibit XX9 . 
"* Exhibit XX9. 
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signed over to BG Din Mohammad Zahid who was the MoD representative on the Joint 


Delegation. He turned them over to BG Safiullah from the DFIP ANA guard force??? 


(6) (U/6¢8) The table below provides a summary of the total number of books 


recovered and inventoried throughout the investigation. The total number of books found was 
1969 including 474 Qur'ans and 1123 other religious books. US Service Member statements 


indicate that possibly up to 100 were consumed in the incinerator."" Refer to the chart below for 
the breakdown of the types and numbers of books. 


— 


Recovered 20FEB at Burn Pit 
Given to Mullah 21FEB 

Recovered 21FEB during Health and 
Welfare 
Stored in Container 
Totals 


(7) (U/FSH9) The figure below provides a distribution of the books by type based on 


the Joint Commission Inventory. 


Other Religious Secular 


texts (Tafseer) 


Korans 


328 952 372 
474 1123 


Distribution of Books by Type 


?? Exhibit XX9. 


“°° Exhibits M, AA, and EE (Statements of | 
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e. (U/F879) Why were the materials in question taken to the burn pit? See previous 


discussion at paragraph 5a. The books were considered “contraband” by the S2 OIC and 
NCOIC. The Battalion S2 OIC and NCOIC both indicated in their statements that they followed 
the two-page S2 contraband SOP; however, they did not log the material in, as required by the 
sop.*"! They also mentioned that there is an exception for clothing or large items in the SOP 
and that they do not need to keep these items for 30 days before disposing of them." ? 


f. (U//F688) What policies and procedures are in place at the DFIP for handling and 
disposing of written materials, to include religious materials? Did this incident differ from 


normal procedures? The DFIP SOP is a fairly extensive document, and it is punitive. Chapter 6 
describes how Qur'ans should be handled. It states in paragraph 6-5(2), “Do not disrespect the 
Koran, it is the Islamic holy book (do not let it touch the floor, kick it, step on it..." In 
paragraph 6-5(3), *non-Muslims should avoid touching a detainee's Koran whenever possible." 
In paragraph 6-5(4), there is an exception for the guard force to handle the Koran when military 
necessity requires it. The instructions for handling in that case include “(a) Treat the Koran with 
respect and reverence. (b) Clean gloves will be put on prior to and worn at all times while 
handling the Koran. (c) The right hand will be primarily used to manipulate any part of the book 
...+ However, both hands will be used when handling the Koran to avoid dropping the book 
and as a demonstration of respect. (d) The Koran should be treated as a fragile piece of delicate 
art and therefore, it should be handled carefully so as not to tear pages out of the book or rip the 
binding.“ There is no discussion of how to dispose of written materials or religious materials. 
The search and its results differed from normal procedures in many different ways because this 
type of operation in the library had not been done before." ^ A linguist characterized hundreds of 
books as extremist, and the S2 personnel deemed the books to be contraband. The Battalion S2 
contraband SOP was appears to have been designed to account for contraband recovered from 
housing units, not two-thousand library books with Qur'ans and other religious materials in the 
mix. 


g. (U//FOU9) Are the procedures in place at the DFIP for handling and disposing of written 
materials, to include religious materials, culturally sensitive? If not, provide specific 
recommendations on how these procedures can be improved. What should be the proper 
procedures for disposal of such materials? The DFIP SOP is culturally sensitive regarding the 


handling of written materials, but it does not discuss the disposal of written materials or religious 


“ Exhibit S (Statement (b(3), (b)(6), (b)(@eted 24 February 2012); Exhibit G (statement(Bf(3), (b)(6), (b)(z&ted 24 
February 2012). See also Exhibit XX1 (S2 Contraband SOP). 
"? Exhibits G and S (Statements of (b)(3), (b)(6), (D(7)c — (b)y(3), (b)(6), (b (zéially stated that the items were to be 
kept for 90 days instead of 30 days. 
" Exhibit AAA (DFIP SOP, Chapter 6). 
+% Exhibit G (Statement(ef(3), (b)(6), (b)(Meted 24 February 2012). 
*°° Exhibit XXI. 
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materials." Proper procedures need to be developed and should be included in the DFIP SOP. 

I recommend that any proposed disposal of written religious materials be elevated for decision to 
the first flag officer in the chain of command. That flag officer should consult a religious and 
cultural advisor before making a decision as well. 


h. (U//F8:299 Concerning the individuals involved, what cultural awareness training have 
they received regarding the Qur'an? Many individuals asked indicated that the only cultural 


awareness training they received specifically regarding the Qur'an was during on-the-job 
training, other than knowing it is the Muslim holy book and is important to Muslim culture." 
Some indicated an awareness that non-Muslims should not touch the Qur'an and that it should be 
kept in a clean and high place. *9* Generally speaking, they seemed to be aware of its importance 
to Afghan society. The cultural awareness training received in the US before deployment mostly 
consisted of up to an hour of PowerPoint slides and mostly covered societal norms such as not 
using the left hand, showing the bottoms of the feet, shaking hands with women and not looking 
women in the eyes. ? 


6. (U//FOG3) Recommendations. 
a. (U/FG88) TF Protector should conduct a thorough review of their SOPs regarding: 


(1) (U/AR62©) procedures for handling Qur'ans and other religious books within the 
DFIP by all personnel to include establishing a standard marking that distinguishes Qur'ans and 
other religious books from other texts. 


(2) (U/F68) procedures for administering, monitoring, and periodic inspection of 
library activities to include inspections of books before and after detainee use. 


(3) (U/7F9:29) procedures for handling, cataloging, and disposing of contraband to 
include religious material. 


b. (U/4888). TF Protector must immediately address the training deficiencies of Soldiers 
with regard to the DFIP SOP, search procedures and the handling of religious material with an 
emphasis on the Qur'an. TF Protector must immediately renew and strengthen its efforts to build 
trust and a genuine partnership between its unit and the Afghan units that work within the DFIP, 


1% Exhibit AAA (DFIP SOP). 

10 Exhibit MM (Statement 6)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)dated 2 March 2012) and Exhibit QQ (statement o(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

dated 3 March 2012). 

48 Exhibit G (Statement @f(3), (b)(6), (b)(jated 24 February 2012). 

*? Exhibits G, I, H, X, II, GG, KK, and MM (Statements of | (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

dated 4 March 2012: (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c dated 2 March 201 %b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(Weted 3 March 2014b)(8)l (b)(6), (by(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6),.(BXzye 24 February 2012). 
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establishing and deepening its partnership. TF Protector must immediately address the distrust 
that exists between US and ANA guards and that prevents effective crosstalk and look at ways to 
further involve and integrate ANA expertise into searches. 


c. (U/ FBS) CJIATF 435 and TF Protector should review the command and control 
relationships among all units/agencies that conduct activities within the DFIP; establish a clear 
understanding of supported and supporting commander authorities, CONOP approval processes, 
and battle rhythm events; and force greater crosstalk among key leaders and staffs. Also 
recommend CJIATF 435 direct a relook at the DFIP SOP in order to clarify responsibilities 
within the DFIP, to include responsibility for the library. 


d. (UFOS Commander, TF VIPER should immediately conduct retraining and 
recertification of all counter intelligence personnel and establish clear procedures within the team 
for handling, interpreting. and collecting intelligence where it involves religious material. 


e. (U/FSES) COMISAF/COMUSFOR-A should publish a tactical directive outlining: 1) 
the importance of the Qur'an as well as other religious books such as the Tafseer Sharif to the 
culture and people of Afghanistan; 2) how books should be handled — once identified by anyone 
that they are religious in nature -- with respect; 3) how to best achieve the balance between 
special handling of religious material and military necessity during all military operations; 4) that 
units should include and actively consult ANSF forces wherever possible regarding the handling 
of potentially religious material. Furthermore, I recommend establishing a theater-wide policy 
that the disposition of Qur'ans or other religious material confiscated as a result of military 
operations must have GO/FO level visibility so that final disposition receives the requisite senior 
leader visibility. 


f. (U/#6t0) COMUSFOR-A in coordination with the Services must undertake a 
comprehensive review of pre-deployment training regarding cultural awareness and, in 
particular, the religious practices of the people of Afghanistan regarding the Qur'an and other 
religious material/artifacts. 


g. (U/E646) COMUSFOR-A should establish policies that, where possible, redundant 
linguists should be utilized regarding interpretations of any religious material, particularly in the 
case of intelligence and counterintelligence operations. 


h. (U6) COMUSFOR-A direct all Qur'ans and other religious books that were 
removed from the library be immediately turned over to Ministry of Interior Officials as 
designated by GIRoA because they have the closest connection directly to the people and 
represent civil authority. 
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(b)(1)1.4(c), (b)(3), ()(6), (b)(7)c 


j. (U/FGUG) Finally, I recommend that the following personnel be referred to the 
appropriate authority for administrative or other disciplinary action as appropriatq)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (bY(7)c Theater Intelligence Group; (b)(3), (bD(6).(D(7c | _, the 
Commander, 535" MP BN, TF Tarheelsqy() (6)(6), (b (the Battalion S3, 535" MP BN, TF 
Tarheels; ] — (5X3. (b(6). (b)... , the Battalion S2, 535" MP BN, TF Tarheels: (6y3), (bX), (b)(7)c 
(  (b(3)(b(6)(b(2c the Theater Intelligence Group Counter-intelligence Team Chief and 
Officer-in-Charge; ^ (b(3)(b(9.(b(2c ..the Battalion S2 NCOIC, 535" MP BN, TF Tarheels; 


.  (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)7)e the Theater Intelligence Group Counter-intelligence Team NCOIC: 
(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)c , the Night Shift NCOIC, IRF Team.Task Group Trident: 
and (b)(6), (b)(7)c . linguist. 


7. The point of contact for this report is the undersigned at DSN. (6)(6), (b(2c or SVOG), (bX7)c 
(b)(6), (b)(7)c 


Encls 1-10 

. Appointment Memo 

. DA Form 1574 

. Extension Request and Approval 

. Chronology of Events 

. Chronology of Investigative Activity 
. List of interviewees 

. Methodology/Chronology of Joint 
Investigation 

8. Joint Delegation Report in English and Dari 
9. In Progress Report, dated 3 March 2012 

10. Unclassified Executive Summary 


MOS tA 4 oU R3 — 


4'? Exhibit CCC. 
#! Exhibit CCC. 
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